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brother vows to solve the mystery 


Family claims he 
was ‘tormented’ 
by workmates 


AN OPEN verdict was recorded on the death of 
spastic David Stanley, found drowned in the 
canal near the Cadbury-Schweppes factory where 
he worked and where, his family claim, he was 
‘tormented’ by his workmates. 


After the inquest at Birmingham on Septem- 
ber 22, the dead man’s brother, Mr Henry Stanley, 
vowed he would not rest until he had solved 
the mystery of David’s death. 

He said: ‘If | have to live to be 100, | will 
prove the cause of his death.’ 


David Stanley 


Sylvia is the 


1,000th trainee 


SYLVIA Packwood, aged 18, 
is ig for a super surprise when 
she arrives at Sherrards, the 
Society’s indusirial training 
centre at Hertfordshire. For 
Sylvia, from Kennford, Exeter, 
Devon, is the centre’s 1,000th 
trainee, and the Principal, Mr 
E, Curtis, plans to make her 
arrival on October 4 an 
occasion for a celebration, 
After assessment, Sylvia. will 
probably go on to the elec- 


The. inquest jury 
heard that the Stanley 
family said they had 
received phone calls 
and anonymous letters 
claiming David was 
tormented by — work- 
mates and that he was 
beaten up and thrown 


in the canal. 

Two letters were produced 
but later dismissed by Bir- 
mingham Coroner, Dr 


tronic and engineering course. | Richard Whittington, along 


Ella 


FOLLOWING our story in 
the September issue about 
the seyen ponies looking 
for a new home, one of the 
mares, Ella, has gone to 
the Society’s Family Help 
Unit at Nottingham. 
The seven Shetland 
ponies belonged to Mr Jack 
Ramsden, of Peterborough, 
who had retired and was 
Moving to a smaller home 
with no land for animals. 
He offered the ponies to 
The Spastics Society - and 
- atrangements were made 
for them to stay at our 
Kyre Park Centre in 
Worcestershire until per- 
Manent homes could be 
_ found for them. 
Dawn Hare, administrator at 


the Mount FHU in Notting- 


bam, asked for one of the 
ponies and got the local radio 
station to put out an appeal 
for help towards stabling and 
fodder. A good response from 
the public ensured that the 
pony could be given a really 
comfortable and safe home. 

Mr Ramsden delivered Ella 
fo the Mount in person and 
the two are photographed 
(centre) with Mrs Dawn Hare. 
Also in the picture are house- 
parents and children staying at 
the Mount when Elia arrived. 

Says Mrs Hare: ‘Children 
and staff are completely bowled 
over with Ella’s gentle nature. 
The children are setting up a 
Pony Club at the Mount and 
the afternoon activity classes 
are preparing a badge.’ 


with rumours, as: ‘A lot of 
gossip.” 

Mr Stanley had worked for 
Cadbury-Schweppes as a signal 
man on the internal railway 
for 10 years until it closed and 
he was found a job as a lift 
attendant, Three months 
before his death there had 
been an accident in which, it 
was alleged, two workmates 
caught him by the throat. 

Mr Ronald Windridge, sec- 
fion manager, said he - had 
disciplined the men after the 
accident. The men had been 
ringing for the lift but their 
calls had been ignored. In 
response to a question from 
Mr John Aucott; the solicitor 
representing the Stanley 
family on behalf of The Spas- 
tics Society, who — asked 
whether David was keeping 
out of the way of the two men, 
Mr Windridge, replied: ‘I 
thought the reason he wouldn’t 
go down was possibly because 
there had been some ‘argy 
bargy before between the men.’ 


‘Horseplay 


One of the men involved in 
the incident told the jury: ‘it 
was just -harmless horseplay. 
We were having a bit of a 
laugh and a chat—he came 
towards me, I went towards 
him, he pulled away and he 
hurt his back,’ 

Mr Frank Greenaway, ser- 
vices section supervisor, said 
that he had heard rumours 
about David being teased. 
David had mentioned that he 
was worried some of the men 
might tear up his clock card, 
but Mr Greenaway had re- 
assured him he would still be 
paid. 

Mr Norman Stanley, David’s 
72-year-old widower father 


Continued page 2 


Society s 
AGM 


THE Annual General 
Meeting of The Spastics 
Society will be held in 
London on October 16. 
Full details on page 3, 
together with pictures 
and short biographies of 
the nominees for elec- 
tion to the Executive 
Council, 
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Water cut-offs cause 


problems at centres 


THE water shortage has 
caused serious problems 
for spastics in some of the 
Society’s centres. Despite 
the disability of the resi- 
dents some centres have 
had their water supply shut 
off for up to 17 hours a 
day, and others have been 
warned that they can 
expect no preferential 
treatment if the drought 
continues, 


No concession 


One of the worst hit is the 
Cardiff adult house unit which 
for a month was daily without 
water from 2 pm till 7 am the 
the following morning, And 
the warden, Mr T. E. Davies, 
was turned down by the local 
water authority when he asked 
for a concession. 

The residents’ baths have 
been reduced to Saturday and 
Sunday mornings only and the 
water used stored in large 
waterproof dustbins with 
disinfectant added for flush- 
ing the toilets. Laundry is 
done in bulk with as much 
done by hand as possible as a 
further economy measure; 
whiles drinking water is stored 
in urns for use during the ‘no- 
flow’ period. The Water 
Authority is now considering 
restoring the water supply, 


For drinking 


The Penarth Hostel’s Mana- | 


ger, Mr Norman Turner, was 
loaned an urn by the WRVS 
to store drinking water; 
rang the Water Board imme- 
diately the 2pm turn-off was 
announced and was told no 
exceptions were being made, 
but since then they usually 
have water up until 4 pm, 
Mr R, Wadsworth, who 
manages the Halifax Hostel, 
and Mr _ §S. Lawton, who 
manages the Birmingham 
Hostel, both found their local 
water boards were prepared to 


He | 


consider the possibility of 
some concession but would not 
guarantee any preferential 
treatment. 


Less lucky are the 55 child- 
ren of the Plymouth Spastics 
Centre. Miss Margaret Ridley, 
the Principal, ~ explained: 
‘Although the water authority 
says we won't be cut off, we 
have already been affected, The 
children have enjoyed the use 
of a private swimming pool but 
it was emptied while the 
owners were away on holiday, 
and they haven’t been allowed 
to re-fill it.’ 


MR Henry William 
Stanley, left, brother 
of the drowned spas- 
tic, pictured entering 
Birmingham Coroner’s 
Court with solicitor 
Mr_ John Aucott, who 
was retained by The 
Spastics Society to 
represent the Stanley 

family. 
Picture by Leslie 
Stonehouse. 
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£1,000 supper 


A SUPPER-DANCE held at 
the Society’s Coombe Farni 
Centre, Croydon, raised £1.000 
for centre funds, badly hit by 
inflation. 


A 


Now you can tell who’s at the door,., 
let him in or lock him out. 


Without moving 


my) 


i 


THE 


Speak-a-lock 


This simple hand set is part of the Interlock ‘Speak-a 
lock’ combined intercom and door-locking system, & 
works like a friendly policeman, doing what you tell him, 
on duty at your door 24 hours a day. 


~ When the doorbell chimes, you pick up your hand set, 
press a button and ask who's there, The caller identifies 
himself into the microphone outside your door - and 
you hear his voice through the speaker in your hand set, 
If your Caller is someone you wish to letin, you press a 
button to unlock your door, If he isn’t, you don’t, and 


the door remains locked, 


So you have security, complete control, and peace of 


mind. 


The system comes as a kit: everything you need, ou 
side as well as inside your door. It is inexpensive to buy, 
easy to install, and runs for only a few pence a year. 

The Speak-a-lock is one of many aids for the disabled 
available from Newton. 


For further details, please write to; 


Newton Aids Lid 


RESEARCH 
& SERVICE 


Dept. N6/ 

2A Conway Street, 
London W1P 5HE 
Tel: 01-637 5962 


DE ngihediteeneDablabesagacly & 
eT ied + 


2 SPASTICS NEWS 


Unlimited orders for! Ynvaluable’ visit to Scotland 
by aids centre 


his Swiss chalets... 


all made in Suffolk 


WHEN Alan Sparke left the Society’s Dene Park Further 
Education Centre he was faced with the problem of what 
to do. For he is a severely handicapped spastic confined 
to a wheelchair and lives with his parents in a tiny farm- 
worker's cottage in the remote Suffolk countryside. 


After an assessment 


- course he joined Mr Arthur 


Dobson’s Home Work Sec- 
tion and his skill at wood- 
work led to him making a 


Inquest 
Verdict 


Continued from page 1 


‘with whom he lived, said that 
‘his son told him that colleagues 
had ‘wrestled’ with him and 
hurt his back. ‘He said that 
-he had left his lift for a while 
and when the foreman had 
asked him where he had been, 
he told him about the two men. 
The foreman had_ interviewed 
the two men and told them that 
David was disabled, and that 
if anything came of it they 
would be responsible.’ 

One of the last people known 
to have seen David alive was 
Mr Ronald Wilkes, also a 
supervisor, who said that he 
had seen David walking alone 
going on in the opposite direc- 
tion to the factory, on the 
morning of Tuesday, August 3. 

Mr Norman Stanley told the 
court that his son would never 

have walked to work along the 
canal tow-path, saying: “He 
was frightened of water—he 
dreaded it.’ . 

Consultant - pathologist, Dr 

E, L. Jones, said death was due 
to drowning and apart from a 
small cut on the right ankle 
there were no signs of injury 
or violence. 
Mr Aucott asked about 
‘bruises’ _ which Mr Henry 
Stanley. thought-he had seen 
on his brother’s face after the 
body had been recovered. Dr 
Jones replied there was mud- 
staining on the face and this 
could have caused marks simi- 
lar in appearance to bruises. 
He estimated David had been 
dead for 24 hours. 

David’s body was found 
floating in the middle of the 
canal on August 5 by a 
holiday-maker on a barge trip. 

A police investigation was 
Jaunched at Cadbury’s, headed 
by Det Sgt Roger Graham, 
who said he had _ heard 
rumours about incidents in- 
volving David. 

‘It was my impression that 
the rumours had escalated to a 
stage where it seemed a con- 
siderable number of employees 
were talking about incidents 
they had no knowledge of.’ 

The Coroner, Dr Whitting- 
ton, said that the most likely 
explanation of the death was 
that Mr Stanley slipped from 
the canal tow-path. 

Mr Henry Stanley said after 
the inquest: ‘I am 100 per cent 
certain that David would never 
commit .suicide — he enjoyed 
life too much.’ 

He appealed to anyone 
with information to come 
forward. ‘I am sure that 
there are people who do 
know something but who 
were not in court.’ 

In a statement issued after 
David’s death, Cadbury- 
Schweppes said: ‘We are con- 
cerned about the death of one 
of cour employees. A spokes- 
man added, ‘It is, of course, 2 
particularly poignant case 
since Mr Paul Cadbury him- 
self had @ spastic daughter,’ 


secret wooden money box 
in the style of a Swiss 
Chalet. Now, 10 years 
later, he has made over 
2,500 of them. 


Said Mr Dobson: *He’s excel- 
lent at woodwork and we just 
placed an unlimited order with 
him for the money boxes. The 
cottage is too small to install 
machinery so we supplied him 
with a template and = small 
power saw and he’s set up a 
workshop and got quite a pro- 
duction line going.’ 

Alan has been quite happily 
and steadily producing a dozen 
chalets a week when suddenly 
Spastics Shops placed a bulk 
order of 325. 


So with determination Alan 
cancelled his holiday and in 
three weeks produced 250, 
which, with the balance - in 
stock, meant that he met the 
deadline. 

‘He really worked very, very 
hard. No doubt his parents 
helped, but basically he’s got 
the enthusiasm and self-discip- 
line to see a job through,’ said 
an admiring Mr Dobson. 


MAKING its first visit to Scot- 
land since it was commissioned 
by The Spastics Society in 
1971, the Visiting Aids Centre, 
which details more than 500 
aids (including 180 on display) 
for spastics and the disabled 
generally, made its debut in 
Edinburgh from August 30- 
September 16. 

Opening the exhibition, Mrs 
R. T. Nealon, chairman of the 
Lothians Health Board, ~con- 
gratulated The Spastics Society 
and the Scottish Council for 
Spastics in arranging the visit. 
It would be of great help to 
everyone involved in the care 


of the disabled as well as the 
disabled themselves and the 
Society had shown great fore- 
sight in organising the centre. 
Therapists in particular — and 
the Lothians Health Board 
alone employed more than 100 
— would find it invaluable. 
Mrs Nealon, who was intro- 
duced by the Director of the 
Scottish Council for Spastics, 
Cdr Archie Cameron, was 
shown round the Centre by 
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Miss Jones. Also present were 
Mr Archie McConnochie and 
Mr George Pollock, chairman 
and vice-chairman of the Coun- 
cil respectively, and Mr G. 
McShiach, Principal of Don- 
aldson’s School for the Deaf, 
in whose grounds the centre 
was sited. 

Picture: Miss Jones showing 
Mrs Nealon one of the exhi- 
bits. By courtesy of The 
Scotsman. 


- Wiltshire ire delighted with progress 


of centre appeal 


‘THE: Spastics Society’s campaign to raise £100,000 


towards a total of £225,000 required to build the new day 
centre and hostel for seyerely physically and mentally 
handicapped young adults at Odstock Hospital, Salisbury, 


has now reached £42,006. 


A further drive towards the 
target was made on Sunday, 
September 19, when a 
Carousel was held in_ the 
grounds. of Wilton House, 


Salisbury, by permission of the 
Earl and Countess of Pem- 
broke. Attractions included 
the Band of the First Royal 
Anglian Regiment, a parachute 


display by the Joint Services - 
Parachute Corps, a display of 
Korean Martial Arts by the 
Stonehenge Taekwon-Do Club, 
sialls, sideshows, pony_ rides, 
swings, roundabouts and all the 
fun of the fair. Clive Dunn, 
who plays Cpl Jones in ‘Dad’s 
Army,’ also helped boost funds 
by signing autographs for 2. 
small fee. 

The campaign was launched 
by the Lord Lieutenant of 
Wiltshire, The Lord Margadale, 
when he laid the foundation 
stone on May 24 this year. 


The Ideal I, durante COLE 


The ‘Ideal’ has a long tradition of friendly service 
combined with efficiency and enterprise 
Pitmaston, Moseley, Birmingham B13 8NG. Tel : 021-449 5151 | 


Gladstone Ltd, 
Portrack Lane, 


Our Distributing Companies 


PRINT, 
i 
fi 


i 
3: 


pdt 


af 


Quality fasteners 
in quantity 


For Agricultural, 
Automotive, Constructional 
& Petrochemical Industries 


Nearly every type of fastening 
need is covered by our Standard 
Range backed by a fast delivery 
service from our distribution 
centres. To meet new and 
unusual fastening requirements 
we have a range of Special 
Fasteners and we will also design 
and develop fasteners to suit 
specific needs. Most of our 
fasteners can be supplied with 
any type of protective coating 
and we have the most modern 
Hot Dipped Spun Galvanising 
plant to give maximum protection 


Thomas William Lench Ltd 


PO Box 31, Excelsior Works, Rowley 
Regis, Mot West Midlands 

B65 8BZ 

Tel 021. 559 1530. Telex 338735 


“Warley” Fasteners 


Ltd, 
Waterfall Tradi ing 


Gladstone 
Fasteners Ltd, 


Carr & Nichols Ltd, 
The Lancashire Screw 


is Ltd Gwent Fasteners. ‘Ltd, 
Felnex Trading 


Stockton-on-Tees Harlington Works, Bolt Works, Estate, Stephenson 

TS18 2HE Estate, Cradjey Heath, Old Newton Road, Atherton, Manchester St, Newport , Mon 

Tel 0642 64481 Warley, West Heathfield, Devon M29 SLB NPT OWZ 

Telex 50169 Midlands B64 6PU TQI2 6RN. Tel 05-234 2431 Tel 0633 73371, 
Tel 021-559 4214 Tel Bovey Tracey Telex Telex 49160 


Telex 336308 


3777. Telex 42934 


67104 
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Lord Margadale is President of 
the Fund-Raising Committec, 
the joint chairmen of which 
are Lord Rootes, Mr Richard 


F. Stratton and Mrs Joyce . 


Smith. ; 

Said Mrs Smith, a Vice- 
Chairman of The Spastics 
Society, and the origipator of 
the project: ‘I am delighted 
with the way our appeal in 
Wiltshire is going so far, and 
with the amount of enthusiasm 
and support all the sections of 
the community are giving to 
it. 
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NORTH West Surrey Spastics — 


Society raised £1,200 with a 
house-to-house collection 
Chertsey and Addlestone. 


fase SSL 
A NEW. £25,000 short-stay 
home has been opened by 


Bolton and District. Spastics 
Society in Lancashire. The 
home will be used by spastic 


stay for up to a month in times 
of family crisis or where par- 
ents need a break. 


[cs esas | 
A  CALEDONIAN Market 


held by Worthing, Littlehamp- i 
Spastics — 


ton and _ District 
Society was attended by 1.300 


in 


? 
an 
v 


ry 


people of all ages who can 


people who spent more> than- 


£775 at the 19 different stalls. 


ore a ae 
A SUMMER fair held by Dud- 
ley and District Spastics Asso- 
ciation made a profit of £300 
for group funds. 
increase of £100 on last yeas 
total. 

eae as 

PROCEEDS of a carnival held 


by South Shields Transport — 


Club at Gypsies Green stadium 
have. been presented to 
South Shields Spastics Society. 


The event made a profit of 


more than £800. 
eae ee 
FRIENDS of the Centre for 
Spastic Children 
Walk, Chelsea, 


raised more 


than £550 with an evening fair 


held at the centre. 


Offers... 


and wants — 


BATTERY © operated 


“Traveller” outdoor wheel- 
Good con- 
£130 
32 St 
Andrews Road, Bedford. 


chair for sale. 
1973 model. 
ono. — Belleini, 


Tel: Bedford 52464. 


ELECTRIC wheelchair for. 


sale. Excellent condition. 
Guarantee expires 
year. Price £350.—G. M. 
Vv. 


Kent. 


We can supply all your requirements at 
discount prices. For example : 


EXHAUST SYSTEMS 30% OFF 


BRAKE SHOES 50% OFF 


Open Sundays 10 am to 12.30 pm 
SPECIAL WELCOME TO ALL RLSS MEMBERS 


Drive and save motor accessories 
5 Bedford Parade, North Shields, Northumberland 


Telephone North Shields 78629 — 
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With compliments from. 


ALFA RUBBER & 
PLASTICS LTD 


Manufacturers and Suppliers of 


Industrial Rubber Hose 


Stockists of over 1.5 million feet of industrial 
hose of all types and sizes. 


Tel : 061-872 6535 061-872 6346 


THIRD AVENUE, MANCHESTER 17 
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Rashbrook, White — 
House, 40 The Crescent, — 
Sandgate, Folkestone, 
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‘Sir Harold Wilson will speak at | Probiems—but spirit of 


~ Society's AGM 


EX-PRIME MINISTER Sir Harold Wilson will be 
guest speaker at the 24th Annual General 


Meeting of The Spastics Society in London on 


Saturday, October 16. He will be accompanied 
by Lady Wilson, and it is believed that his 
address will be concerned with his view of the 
future role of charities. 


Over 400 delegates from 
_ local voluntary groups will 
converge on the Royal 
College of Surgeons of 
England for the AGM 
which is the major event 
Of the Society’s year. - 

They will meet the Society’s 
Honorary Officers and key 
staff, Directors of Top Ten 


Sir Harold Wilson will 
speak in the morning, and the 
afternoon session will be 
addressed by Professor Sven- 
Olaf Brattgard, head of the 
Department of Handicap Re- 
search (Medical Faculty) at 
the University of Gothenburg. 
Sweden; 

Afterwards will follow the 
Question and Answer session 


Promotions Ltd, — the pro- _ which has become a most 
motors of the Spastics Pool— _ popular and lively part of the 
and observers from other AGM. A panel made up of 


organisations concerned with 


Honorary © Officers, Chairmen 
the handicapped, 


-of. Committees, the Director 


Council since 1970. He 
lives at Henley-on-Thames, 
is a company director, and 
the parent of a spastic son. 

It was while living in 
Bath some years ago that 
Mr Belson first became in- 
terested in.the work of the 
Society, and was the joint 
founder of the Bath and 
District Spastics Society. 
He was Chairman of the 


group, and is now its 
President. 
Mr Belson was Hon 


- Treasurer of The Spastics 
Society from 1969-73, and 
has also served on_ the 
Finance Committee. He is 
a member of the Manage- 
ment Board, and as Chair- 
man of the Society he is an 
ex-officio member of all the 
Society’s committees. 


MR Dorrien Belson, is the 
present Chairman of The 
Spastics Society and has 
served on the Executive 


members of the Society in 
1952, and was Chairman of 
the then Executive Com- 
mittee from the inaugural 
meeting in January of that 
year, until 1960. He is a 
civil servant living in Lon- 
don, and has a_ spastic 
daughter. 

Mr Dawson - Shepherd 
has been a member of the 
present Executive Council 
since 1973, and is a mem- 

_ber of the Resources, and 
Fund-Raising and Public 
Relations Committees. He 
also serves on the manage- 
ment committees of the 
Colwall Court holiday 
home and Wakes Hall resi- 
dential centre, and is a 
Governor. of Guy’s Hospi- 
tal Medical School. 


MR Ian Dawson-Shepherd 
was one of the four founder 


the cause of spastics for 
over. 24 years. He is an 
executive committee mem- 
ber of the York and 
District’ Spastics Group, 
and was the group’s Chair- 


Day serves on The Spastics 
Society’s Resources Com- 
mittee, and is Chairman of 
the North-East Regional 
Co-ordinating Committee. 
Later this year Mr Day 
will be retiring from his 
job as assistant account- 
ant to York Minster and 
will therefore have more 
time to devote to the work 
of the Society. He has 
been nominated for the 
Executive Council by three 
local groups in the north. 


MR Peter Day, from York, 
_ is the parent of a spastic 
_ sen, and has worked for 
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and Heads of Divisions plus 
a Director of Top Ten Promo- 
tions, will answer questions 
from the floor about all 
aspects of the Society’s work. 
But this ‘being an AGM 
there is the important “busi- 
ness” part of the meeting too. 
Ther2 will be reports ‘from 
the Chairman, and the Treas- 
urer, Mr John Grenier, on the 
Society’s progress through the 
year, together with “forecasts 
for the future, and delegates 
with voting powers will be 
electing six new members of 
the Executive Council, the 
Society’s. governing body. 


Election 

Candidates for the Council 
are detailed below, and apart 
from ‘Mr Peter Day, all are 
present members of the Execu- 
tive Council who are retiring 
by rotation, and now seek re- 
election. Unlike the other can- 
didates, Dr George Scrimshaw 
was not previously elected by 
an AGM, but was co-opted in 
May under powers allowed by 


MR Alex Moira, an archi- 
tect, was one of the four 
founder members of the 
Society in 1952, and has 
been a member of its 
executive body ever since. 
He is a Vice-Chairman of 


the Society’s rules to fill a 
casual vacancy due to an Ex- 
ecutive member retiring. How- 
ever, now that the AGM has 
come round again Dr Scrim- 
shaw offers himself for normal 
re-election together with the 
other retiring members of the 
Council. 

After the election, the new 
Executive Council will meet to 
elect the Honorary Officers — 
the Chairman, Treasurer, and 
two Vice-Chairmen. 

An innovation this year 
is the date of the AGM. This 
was. traditionally held at the 
beginning of November, and 
invariably clashed with the 
schoo! half-term _ holidays. 
“People with children have 
told us about the difficulties 
this caused, so the date has 
been changed and we hope it 
meets with everybody’s appro- 
val,” said Mr Belson. “I am 
hoping that the AGM will be 
even better attended than 
before ,and I think that the 
programme guarantees an in- 
teresting and stimulating day.” 


the Society, an Honorary 
Life Member, and was 
Hon Treasurer from 1952 
to 1960. 

During his years of ser- 
vice to the organisation, 
Mr Moira has served on 
most of the Society’s 
decision - making commit- 
tees and is now an ex- 
officio member of every 
committee appointed by 
the Executive, and an 
elected member of the 
Management Board, and 
Chairman of the Resources . 
Committee. In addition he 
is Chairman of the Society- 
sponsored Habinteg Hous- 
ing Association, a special 
member of the  Inter- 
national Cerebral Palsy 
Society, and a trustee of 
both the Friends of 
Spastics League and_ the 
Sembal Trust. Mr Moira 
lives in Dorset, and has a 
spastic daughter. 


DR George Scrimshaw is 
a chartered chemist from 


nian from. '::1963-75;...Mr [eee 


Southport, and was co- 
opted on to the Executive 
Council to fill a casual 
vacancy in May this year. 
He has had many years of 
experience in the voluntary 
movement for spastics, and 
is Chairman of the man- 
agement committee of the 
Ellerslie Court holiday 
home for spastics, and an 
executive committee mem- 
ber of the Southport 
Formby and District 
Spastics Society. 

He represents the local 
group on the North 
West Regional Co- 
ordinating Committee, and 


is also the committee’s 
Vice-Chairman, 


contident enthusiasm 


THE Spastics Society went “into the red” during the financial 


year 1975/76, and is now investigating “all possible means of 
This is revealed in the Statement 
by the Chairman, Mr Dorrien Belson in the Society's Annual 


cutting future expenditure.” 


Report, 


Mr Belson writes: “The urgent need to raise more funds for 
research, for our existing schools and centres, our social welfare 
projects, and to pioneer badly-needed new pgojects, will be the 


dominant problem for the Society in the years ahead. The 


affluent years in this country when charities could reap a 
golden fund-raising harvest are over, and in these days of high 
unemployment, rising cost of living, and wage restraint, a 
charity must put up a very good case to attract the support 


of the general public.” 


But after a wide-ranging review of the Society’s current 
position, Mr Belson’s Statement concludes on a confident note: 
“The year under review has been a depressing. one financially, 


but a satisfactory one in terms of achievement. 


We are helping 


more spastics than ever before, we have pioneered exciting new 
projects, and by substantially increasing grants to affiliated 
groups and other charitable organisations we have provided the 
means for them to offer handicapped people ever increasing 
Opportunities. We can go forward into our 25th year in a spirit 
of confident enthusiasm, knowing that we must not fail because 


MRS_ Joyce Smith, of 
Salisbury, Wiltshire, has 
been a member of the 
Society’s Executive Council 
since 1971, and is a Vice- 
Chairman of the Society. 
She is a member of the 
Management Board, the 
Resources Committee and 


the happiness of so many spastic people depends on the con. 
tinuing efforts of the Society.” ‘ 


‘ 


even nominations for the Executive Council — 


Habinteg (the 


Services Committee, and 


represents the Council on— 
the management commit- _ 
tee of the Good Neigh- _ 
bours House (SOS) for — 


Spastics. 

Mrs Smith, a magistrate, 
is Chairman of the Salis- 
bury and District Spastics 


Society, and Chairman of | 
the West Regional Co- — 


ordinating Committee. In 


the local government field, _ 
She is a member of Wilts — 
County Council, Chairman 


of Special Education, and 
serves on many important 
county and area commit- 
tees concerning education, 
social services, and hous- 
ing. She is also involved 
in voluntary work for the 
elderly, the deaf, and 
people suffering from can- 
cer or multiple sclerosis. 


Mr Iorwerth Thomas is 
a civil engineer from War- 


Throughout the U.K. 


We specialise in the construction of 


PLAYING FIELDS, TENNIS COURTS 
BOWLING GREENS, GOLF COURSES, 
HARD POROUS PITCHES ETC 


Why not ask us fora free estimate 


Fosse Contracts Ltd. 


21 Pine Tree Avenue, Leicester. Tel 0533 768697 
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Repairs undertaken to any instrument 
*% Department of Education Members welcomed %& 
30 Lawn Lane, Hemel Hempstead, Herts 
Tel ;: Hemel Hempstead 65322 sy ois 


TYME MUSIC LTD 


Specialists in Guitar and Amplification for 
Professionals and Beginners 


rington, Lancs, and has 
been a member of the 


Executive Council for six 
years. He is the parent of 
a spastic, and his close 
interest in the work of the 
Society’s local voluntary 
groups is reflected in the 
fact that he has been Chair- 
man of Urmston and Dis- 
trict Spastics Society for 12 
years. He is also a past 
Chairman of the North 
West Regional Committee. 


In addition to being a 
member of the Executive 
Council, Mr Thomas is a 
member of the Society’s 
Management Board and 
Resources Committee, and 


was on the old Regions | 


Committee for many years. 


SEE 


housing 
scheme for the disabled); 
is Chairman of the Social _ 
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THE Antwerp Cerebral Palsy 


Centre in Belgitfm celebrates 


-.jts 20th anniversary this year. 
Its Medical Director, Dr Her- 
‘man Jansseune, who has been 


in charge since the early days, 


a few classes in an old house 


ing for over 200 children. 


Some of the centre’s original 
staff came to London to learn 


_ physiotherapy at the Bobath 
“Centre and this method of 


treatment is still carried out 
in Antwerp. 

Dr and Mrs Bobath have 
been invited to speak at a 
special 20th Anniversary 
Seminar to be held at the 
Antwerp Centre on November 
20. The seminar will be con- 


ducted in English and ‘French 


and English translations of 


It certainly pays to enter 


recent competition arrived 


Top Ten _ Promotions’ 
Managing Director, Mr 
Kenneth Long. . 

The winners and their part- 
ners joined Mr Long, John 
Gardiner, Executive Manager, 
Dividends, Marilyn Carroll 
and Tony Veater, of the 
Marketing Department, at a 
celebration Junch before 
proudly driving their brand 
new cars home. 

Picture shows, from left to 
right, Mr Larry Bates, of Sid- 


Se 
on September 26 and October 


to first dividend winner, Mr 


Spastics Pool 


to a large purpose-built school | in Bristol to receive their = Churchill, of High Barnet. . Louth and District Spastics 
__ and treatment complex, cater- | Mini 1000 saloons from — Hertfordshire. Society, and two other local 


it visited Britain in 1956 and | the special competitions 2 respectively. 

__ saw schools and centres newly | featured on the Spastics Mr Roy Laver’s speech was N b 

pioneered by The Spastics. P Aas preceded by an audio visual ews a out : 

Hick . ; ool weekly bulletins. On ae Soe 

Society. These proved the Contnmbex 162th f th presentation on the Spastics “th 

tie mnspiration for the Antwerp ep ony = ae ree 0 e Pool and was followed by the EARLIER this year an 
Centre which has grown from | lucky four winners of a presentation of a £2,500 cheque 


appeal was launched by the 


organisations to provide 
‘Link House, a Com- 
munity Centre for all 
handicapped people in 
Louth. The Good Neigh- 
bours Trust, which is 
closely associated with the 
Spastics Pool, responded to 
the appeal with a donation 
of £500. . After the final 
event at this year’s Lincoln- 


ctsandnsnseecabessinonnsae cipitation het annette? 


Cleaning 
up with 
jumble 


JUMBLE ‘sales organised by. 
small children are—fortunately 
for the funds of the Scottish 


Council for Spastics — not 
infrequent, but one recently 
held in Tranent, East Lothian, 
bids fair to establish some 
kindof record. 


, hes will: be distributed Say Mr’ Leste Haworth, of Just: two: little girls, Fiona 
a les ieee $ Pee u see : Wolverhampton, Mr Dennis shire Steam Spectacular, Maloolm; aged 10, wnt Aieon 

3 i s : - = ; : 
write to: Organisin Sire: ee eee oe oe Flying Officer Ken Clax- Banks (11) organised their 
‘ : g Bare Gardiner. - Unfortunately, the sale. “i= Pipes Seeedes hal 
oF tarial, MPI St Josef. Medische | other winner, Miss Yvonne ton, the Poachers Aero- Colisctack Ghee Gee 


— Dienst, Galjoenstraat 2, B-2030 


Phillipa Myers, aged ten, all 


eeeupes of Cannock, was un- 


batic Team adjutant and 


purpose that they finished the 


j-- Antwerpen. able to attend but received her commentator, presented the day with no less than £47. 
‘iG SEPALS Oe - car at a special presentation £500 cheque to George FA lost incredible ah 
i arranged by area representative Storr, vice-chairman of the | ad Sate celty Sail ed 
i Purses perk foe ee eet Louth Spastics Society. out the: atreste“acoune?” cond 
pee oe ewellety. aad other Tan Ten alk : fe : ee ia tie eee 
Ne omemade items nette hh : spas= 
; — Nicola. Dyer, 13, her sister op en d s Somet ing to O 't zs ! h lid tics é Appeal Office, who 
__- Helen, 10, and their friend, at conferences dance abou t ur ila run 0 t ay received the cheque. 


of Heaton, Bradford, £24 for 


Bradford and. District-Spastics 
Society. 


TOP-— Jen 3, directors — Peter 
Broderick and Roy Laver 
addressed the South East, and 
Eastern Regional, Conferences 


Buying 
CHARITY 


FOR Mrs Lucille Balfour, 
of Easton, Bristol, it was 
no ordinary invitation to 
the dance. 
Top Ten Promotions and 
Avon Darts Super League 
evening at the Locarno 


During a joint - 


in Kyre Park caravan 


THE small party of us 
sped away in our van_ from 
Kelvedon in Essex and after 
a day’s travelling our deputy 
warden finally turned into the 
driveway of Kyre Park Centre 


. Before becoming warden of 
Kyre Park, Mr Colin Hedley 
had been the deputy warden at 
Drummonds. The present 
warden of Drummonds, Mr 
Raymond Smith, was interested 


Target toppers 
EACH. year since 1972, - 
Michael Oglesby, aged 11, and 
Stuart Smith, 12, of Skelton, 
Yorks. have held a sale for 
York and _ District Spastics 


: : : 2 : : Society, and each th 
Ballroom, Mrs Balfour in Worcestershire, where the in setting up camping holidays | fave ine Pen aa ha. 
received a cheque for | warden and his wife greeted for the handicapped, and a (cate: Tessie arabmiee £28 50 


£2,000 from Mrs_ Janet 
Shute, wife of Michael 


us, 


golden opportunity was, there- 


will go towards giving a local 


‘ Some weeks before, a fore, created for an arrange- | spastic child a week’s holiday. 
: Shute, Top Ten’s Regional | syecially adapted trailer “had ‘Ment to be made for establish- 2 pce 
Manager. been towed to its new site in  '8 4 campsite at Kyre Park, 
Mrs Balfour, who has heen the grounds of Kyre Park, where the Drummonds cara- 
a member for 10 years, hopes | from the Drummonds Resi-  Y@0 could be based. 


CARDS 
iS a very 
good way of 
supporting 
your 


to use part of her winnings 
on a holiday in Jamaica next 
year, and improvements to her 
home, She was accompanied 
by her husband, Hector, son, 
Derrick, daughter - in - law 
Beryl, and grandchildren, 
Colin, Karen and Karl, 


Record day 


NORTH Staffordshire Spastics 
Association got a boost when 
its flag day made a record 
£469.23. Secretary George 
Sanderson was well pleased — 
the group is still struggling to 


dential] Centre near Kelvedon, 
and we were to be the first to 
use it as a caravan. ‘Our task 
was to make note of all the 
advantages and disadvantages 
it had for the handicapped 
who could. use it for holiday- 
ing at Kyre Park, which like 
Drummonds, is a  Spastics 
Society residential centre: 


I had envisaged doing a bit 
of manual work such as level- 
ling the site for wheelchairs, 
but this enormous task was 
done by the team of ground- 
staff. at Kyre. Park. There 
was, therefore, plenty of time 


From our experience of this 
venture so far, it is an unquali- 
fied success, and perhaps with 
a few more modifications, it 
can certainly provide a useful 
and stimulating holiday for 
the handicapped. 

LESLIE PARKER. 


Sweet Gift 


CHARLOTTE BERRY, aged 
ten, of Oldham, has been rais- 
ing money single-handed sell- 
ing cakes, buns and home- 
made mint sauce and running 
a toy stall. The result — £16, 


| 
| 


The name 
that sticks 
in your mind 


SPARK INDUSTRIAL 
ELECTRONICS LTD, 
DARLINGTON ROAD, 


meet the cost of the almost for excursions around the 
bs completed new centre at Fen- | rolling countryside of the EHatet oe 0 Ss NORTHALLERTON 
a y Ourite ton as well as ever-increasing | Welsh borderland. y Centre for | Tel: Northallerton 4351 (3 lines) 
? | spastics, ; 
expenses. SN Oct17 


Charity 


Please buy 
Spastics Charity Cards frorm 
your local Spastics group 
or send for a brochure to: 


SPASTICS 
CARDS LTD 


THE RIDGEWAY, IVER, BUCKS 
TELEPHONE IVER 651930 


SN Oct3 
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Hotel 


Conon Bridge, Ross-shire, Scotland 
Tel : Conon Bridge 206 


Comfortable 2 star hotel Alcron Field Microscope. 
Situated near Conon River Barnett. Wildcat Crossbow; Draw” Ra anne eho eee 


* Salmon Fishing 


% 14 bedrooms all with h & 


¢ and razor sockets 


* Ideal Touring Centre 
% First-class cuisine and 
service 


Under personal supervision of Resident Manageress, Miss M. 


Cassels. Brochure and terms on request, 
PLEO LLDPE OLE APLOLLPLLERLPRLL LLL LELLLLOP 
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weights from 45ib to 150Ib. Price 


complete £37.29. 
available. Full 
Send for catalogue. 


Also DIY kits 
scale plans 45p. 


20x 


Sin x lyin, Not a toy, suitable 

for the serious field scientist, only 

weighs 4oz. Complete with free 
case £7.78. 


Unit 4, Ettingshall Industrial Estate, 
Ettingshall Road, Wolverhampton, West Midlands 


Telephone: 0902 47237. 


_ WV4 2RB 
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ADVERTISING FEATURE 


HANDICAPPED 


se buying aids for the disabled are looking 


IDS FOR THE 


_ Practical, attractive and durable — the three qualities that tho 


for are all found in the wide range of Newton Aids for the handicapped. Shown here are just a few 

_ examples of the gadgets and devices designed to make life easier for both the handicapped and those 
# who care for them. Apart from the aids illustrated there are familiar favourites like the PVC Play Bails 
_ which have proved particularly successful and are imported from Italy, to a newly-designed variable 
height table. Devised by design college students it has already been ordered by the Inner London 

i Education Authority for wheelchair users. It is the first of its kind. to meet the two most 
essential needs of the disabled user — rapid finger-tip height adjustment plus a special lock- 
__ ing device to hold it at the required level. é 


All products are thoroughly tested and represent very good value. Prices are correct at 
time of going to press. 


Foam 


Rubber 
Play Wedge 


THIS wedge is useful’in the 
treatment of handicapped 
children, particularly those 
with a weak back or poor head 
control, and is in great 
demand by physiotherapists. 
These pieces of foam rubber 
are made by the Rubber Divi- 
sion of Dunlopillo, cut to the : 
required size and are sold at  253in long. 
cost, £1.94 plus VAT, 


Watford’ 
potty chair 


The Newton 
| electrically 
powered model 'E' | 


Please note: No cover is 
supplied but the wedges are 
best covered with a washable 
material such as towelling. 


Aids for the | 
handicapped 
from 


Newton Aids Ltd 
2a Conway Street, 


London WIP 5HE 
Tel. 01-580 4218 © 


Dimensions: 8yin at the apex— 
tapering to a point 24in wide 


THIS toilet aid was produced 
for children as the result of 
experience and development at 
the Watford Spastics Treat- 
ment Centre—hence the name, 

The chair size is—seat 10in 
and height 18in. It has a safety 
bar at the front and is sup- 
plied complete with a circular 
plastic chamber. 


The chair is suitable for 


Major Buggy Pushchair 


AN almost identical chair to 
the ‘Baby Buggy’ shown here 
is now available providing for 
the needs of the older handi- 
capped person up to a weight 
of about nine stones. 


Two-handled 


An insert seat is also avail- 


x i : iis ce 
THE Newton ‘E’ combines quality strength and lightness poles wher. quaint aunasd 


_in providing the handicapped person with an independent children up to the age of five Se Pe b k 
_ powered form of transportation. It brings an additional __ years. pad co €a er 
_ dimension to the individual’s life and provides handi- Note: This chair is also 


£5.80 plus VAT, 


capped people with yet another way to demonstrate their available from the Department 


LLL AOD Mey a 

___ independence in the community. of: Health and Social ‘Security _ Ly De (a 
P on *<prescription from your yy j | a 

as £420 plus VAT (complete with battery). Aisator, 7 4 | 
\ Lf ° ° ay 

/ Suzy alr chair £35.70 plus: VAT. : i 


The Newton 
. .  ultra-lightweight 
m Weighs under 30Ib 


___ THE Newton wheelchair is one of the lightest all-purpose 
_ Wheelchairs available weighing less than 301b complete 
_ With footrest and pneumatic tyres. It is corrosion free, 
and can be used both indoors and outdoors. It is truly 
Portable, packs away easily and can be taken on holiday 
or to work. All detachable items are quickly stripped 
_ leaying the frame weighing less than 153lb. The complete 
_ . chair weighs less than 30Ib. 

‘From £120 plus VAT. 


Speak-a-lock: Intercom and door | 


THIS very useful inflatable 
chair is made in strong, water- 
proofed material and has a 
removable seat cushion. With- 
out the seat it can be used in 
the bath, in conjunction with 
an ordinary non-slip bath mat 
—or can be placed in a chair 
to provide additional support 
for older children (from seven 
years) and young adults who 
cannot sit without support. 
Physiotherapists have found it 
has many other uses, 

The seat measures 134+in and 
the overall height is 21in. 

A pump for inflating the 
chair can also be ordered as 
this item is not included with 
the chair. 


£10.50 plus VAT, 
£1.50 plus. VAT, 


Pump, 


ock 


DOOR answering system com- 
prising lightweight hand-unit 
with three buttons to allow 
two-way ‘bleeps’ while door is 
unlocked. Supplied as com- 
plete kit with necessary cables, 
clips, junction boxes, ete, and 
installation instructions, In- 
cludes chime but not. battery. 
Extra wall units are available 
for control from other rooms. 
Battery (life approximately 
three months) or mains. No 
need for new locks or keys. 
Handyman needed to install— 
takes three to four-hours, 
£55.20 plus VAT, 


“THE Multi-Variable Chair js 


especially designed for use by 
children -in the age group 
between two and eight years. 
In these early years, posture is 
important and to meet this 
need the chair permits wide 
variations. 

The platform height of the 
seat will go down to less than 
10in (which would be com- 
fortable for children between 
two and five years) and can be 
raised to 14in thus catering for 
the eight-year-old. It is prob- 
ably. the first nursery chair to 
give so wide a range of seat 
heights and other adjustments. 

The frame is beech, with 
sharp edges rounded off; 
there are armrests; the seat and 
back are in good quality foam 
rubber, and upholstery is in an 
incontinence proof material, 
easily cleaned by wiping with 
a damp cloth, For storage or 


Multi-Variable chair 


carriage, the chair can be dis- 
mantled and fittéd into a small 
carton, 


£30 plus VAT, 


Specifications: 
Overall Height 274in 
Width {74in 
Depth 17}in 
Seat— Max 14jin 
Height Min 3in 
(from Width 134in 
floor) Depth 15in 
Seat Back Height 15in 


Width 12}in 


FREE 


FOR your free copy of the 
booklet ‘Best Buys,’ please 
write or telephone: New- 
ton Aids Ltd, 2a Conway 
Street, London WIP SHE. 


Telephone: 01-580 4218. 


TO anyone with some diffi- 
culty of hand control, or with 


uncertain movements, drink- 
ing presents a problem. For 
many handicapped persons the 
ordinarily simple process of 
lifting a cup, or tumbler, with 
safety is a two handed job, 
and not just a delicate grip of 
finger and thumb. 


In an effort to alleviate this 
difficulty, The Spastics Society 
has produced a. two-handled 
beaker, a simple aid but 
hitherto not available in this 
country. It is modelled on the 
lines of a beaker familiar to 
those who have studied the 
‘Peto discipline but will be in- 
valuable also to the aged, or 
the arthritic sufferer. 

The beaker is in high den- - 
sity polythene with a capacity 
of three-quarters of a pint so 
that a half pint will not over- 
flow for the shaky-handed. 
Dimensions: 

Height, 4in. 

Width, 3in (at base), 

Handles, 3in x Hin. 
25p plus VAT. 


Sentinel 


AUTOMATIC. operation § of 
table or standard lamp at dusk 
which never leaves house in 
dark. Some users like to 
operate radio also to give 
impression of occupied house 
and discourage burglars. 

Max load, two amps (500 
watts), Operating point un- 
affected by mains failure. 
Stand sentinel on window sill 
and plug into 13 amp adaptor 
plug. 

£8.90 plus. VAT; 
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6 SPASTICS NEWS 


~ Achievement Award | Enjoying their hard-won | 


search is on again 
-—nominations please 


ONE person’s easy activity is very often someone else’s 
agonised effort when one is able-bodied and the other 
handicapped by cerebral palsy. And The Spastic Society’s 
Achievement Awards have become an annual tribute to 
people who have triumphed against the tremendous odds 
of disability by perseverance and strength of character. 


The citation reads: ‘For 
the most outstanding effort 
or the most meritorious 
achievement in any field by 
a cerebral palsied person in 
Britain from the age of 12 
upwards.’ 


The Achievement Award is 
not a competition but a recog- 
nition -of the huge. struggle 

~ made by spastics to overcome 
their difficulties, _ and the 
Society is now asking anyone 
who knows a _ spastic who 
matches this description to put 
their names forward for the 
1976 Award. The nomina- 
tions can be made by anyone 
—from a member of the 
family or general public to 
people working in the 
specialised field of handicap. 
To make a nomination they 
should write giving the name, 
approximate age, address, 
background and as much detail 
as possible of their candidate’s 
achievement, to the Award 
organiser, Mrs Nina Heycock, 
27-33 Harrington Gardens, 
London SW7. No one will be 
put on the short list without 
their consent. 


The Winner of the Award 
will receive a silver cup to hold 
for one year and a cheque for 
£250, the second finalist gets 
£25 and the third £15. In 
addition all finalists receive 
an inscribed medal. All 
expenses are paid for the 
finalists to attend the celebra- 


tion lunch and Award cere- 
mony in London. 

A special prize is awarded 
by the Society’s Director, 
James Loring, who acts as 
Chairman of the Panel of 
Judges, to a nominee who, 
though not chosen by the 
judges as a finalist, has 
nevertheless made a_ special 
achievement. The judges 
themselves will all be people 
who, well known for them- 
selves, at the same time have 
some personal knowledge or 
experience of handicap. 


Insurance 
for electric 
wheelchairs 


IN conjunction with the 
Central Council for the Dis- 
abled—a scheme has been set 
up for the insurance of electric 
wheelchairs. 

It came into operation on 
October 1, and for a premium 
of £5 a year will insure against 
loss or damage to the chair, 
legal liability, and provide 
“set you home” cover. 

A leaflet giving full details 
is available from: Insurance 
officer, The Spastics Society, 
12 Park Crescent, London W1. 
A stamped addressed envelope 
would -be appreciated. 


TESSA and = Graham 
Pole were engaged for 
10 years before they 
married in 1973. They 
had to wait so long for 
the wedding simply 
because no suitable 
accommodation was 
available for married 
couples in wheelchairs. 

They are former resi- 
dents of the Society’s 
Coombe Farm Centre 
at Croydon. Graham 
arrived at the centre 
on the day it opened 
20 years ago. Tessa, 
who was born in Suf- 
folk, went to Coombe 
Farm a few months 
later. 


When they first bécame 
engaged they had to face a 
certain amount of oppo- 
sition because in those days 
it was unusual for severely 
disabled couples to marry. 

‘Even now,’ said Tessa, 
‘People tend to look sur- 
prised when they hear we’re 
husband and wife.’ 


No privacy 

After the wedding they 
lived for a time at a resi- 
dential centre for disabled 
people in East London— 
‘Next door to a graveyard’ 
—which they hated. They 
were the only married 
couple there and had very 
little privacy. 

Then one of The Spastics 
Society’s social workers 


heard about a block of flats 
being purpose-built for dis- 
abled people at Surbiton, 
Surrey. The Poles were 
among the first tenants to 


naidex’76 


NATIONAL AIDS FOR THE DISABLED - 


EXHIBITION & CONFERENCE 
(Sponsored by The Central Council for the Disabled) 


at The Metropole Hotel 


Brighton 


NOVEMBER 9-12, 1976 


Conference Topics: 


EMPLOYMENT HOLIDAYS 
@ An integrated work scheme for disabled @ Special or integrated holidays 
people 


@ Segregated employment 
®@ Training and rehabilitation 


@ Holidays for the severely handicapped 


e Use of volunteers 
@ Travel trade and the disabled 


@ Access to places of employment 


@ Trade unions and the disabled 
@ Return to work after disablement 
® Financial benefit for unemployed dis- 


abled persons 


Holiday transport, rail, air, road 


° 
® Overseas holidays for the disabled 

@ Holidays for the socially unacceptable 
@ 


Administration of holiday schemes 


TECHNICAL SESSIONS 


@ Technical and electrical/electronic aids 


for assistance in the employment of the For 
details contact : 


disabled 


further 


conference and 


exhibition 


Naidex Conventions Ltd 


Temple House, 36 High Street, Sevenoaks, Kent TN13 1JG 


Telephone Sevenoaks 59533/4 


independence 


TESSA and Graham Pole enjoy a new-found indepen- 
dence in their own purpose-built flat. 


~ move into the building in 


October 1975 and are 
delighted to have their own 
home at last. 


Calder Court is an altractive 
four-storey block, built by a 
housing association for the 
disabled. It contains 25 homes 
—bedsitters and one- and two- 
bedroom fiats, There are no 
outward signs which label the 
block specifically as a build- 
ing for the disabled. The flats 
are completely self-contained 


and the casual visitor is not 


made aware of the fact that a 
warden is on call when needed. 
Two lifts, spacious enough 
for wheelchairs, add an extra 
touch of luxury. 

However, in most of the 
Calder Court households, one 
partner is able-bodied and the. 
Poles are the only couple who 
are both in wheelchairs. When 
it came to planning the 
interiors the architect must 
have had those able-bodied 
partners in mind because some 
features of the flats are quite 
unsuitable for disabled people. 


Problems 


The kitchen lay-out in the 
Poles’ flat, for instance, is 
most inconvenient. Its narrow, 
corridor-like shape makes _ it 
difficult to manoeuvre two 
wheelchairs at the same time. 
The electric controls for the 
split-level oven can only be 
reached while standing up, and 
Tessa had to have the switches 
for the hot-plates moved for- 
ward. The sink is minute— 
smaller than the bathroom 
basin—and will not take a 
washing-up bowl, so that the 
Stainless steel will quickly lose 
its gleaming newness. The 
refrigerator was already in 
place when they arrived and 
its door will not open to its 
fullest extent because there is 
a radiator in the way. 

When they first moved in 
there were food cabinets high 
up along one wall—too high 
to be reached from a wheel- 
chair, and making the kitchen 
very dark. Tessa has since had 
these replaced by a narrow 
shelf with raised edge about 
three feet from the floor, along 
which are ranged tinned and 
packet foods. 

_In the bathroom a vertical 
grab rail was provided about 
two feet from the lavatory— 
not near enough to be of any 
use. Here again, the Poles 
have installed their own hori- 
zontal rails, in a more con- 
venient position. 

The airing cupboard shelves 
also, like the cooker controls, 
are too high to be reached 
from a wheelchair. Such 
details could mean a major 
loss of independence for 
people more severely handi- 
capped—but as Tessa and 
Graham can both stand up the 
question of height is not an 


insurmountable problem for 
them. Tessa feels that these 
deficiencies should be pointed 
out for future reference by 


architects and builders’ of 
homes for the disabled, but 
she says: 

‘We're not complaining— 


we're only too grateful to have 
our own home.’ 

The work centre they attend 
at New Malden, is run by the 
local. authority and_ the 
workers are employed on 
industrial assembly work, sub- 
contracted by local firms. 
Graham works there five days 
a week, Tessa on Mondays, 
Thursdays and Fridays. On the 
other two days she catches up 
with her household chores, 
aided by a home help who 


- comes in once a week. 


They lead a busy social life, 
belonging to clubs run by the 
Red Cross and the North 


Surrey Spastics Association. 


They have also made many 
friends at the local church and 
among their neighbours at 
Calder Court. 

“We have people popping in 
and out all the time,’ said 
Graham, ‘so we don’t miss the 
companionship of a residential 
centre at all’ 

He is taking driving lessons 
and hopes to qualify for a 
Ministry adapted mini. This 
should give yet another dimen- 
sion to their cherished indepen- 
dence—an independence which 
has survived a 10-year engage- 
ment and half a lifetime’s resi- 
dential care. This couple’s 
remarkable spirit of determina- 
tion to ‘go it alone’ has cer- 
tainly earned them their place 
in the community. 

ANNE PLUMMER. 


JEAN CLEASBY 


(Secretarial Agency) 


FULL, PART TIME & TEMPORARY STAFF - 
ALSO TYPING, DUPLICATING-ELECTRONIC | 
STENCIL CUTTING SERVICE 


8 Hawarden Avenue, Morecambe, Lancs LA45RG Be 
Telephone 0524 414983 4 


STARS ORGANISATION 


FOR SPASTICS 


VACANCIES FOR CHRISTMAS 
BOOKINGS AT HOLIDAY 
HOTEL FOR PHYSICALLY 

HANDICAPPED CHILDREN 


Apply to: The Manager, Colwall Court, Pages 
_ Avenue, Bexhill-on-Sea, 


Bexhill 211491 
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Society 
launches 
calendar 
for 1977 


IT is colourful, it is attrac. 
tive and every day of the ‘a 
year it reminds you of just — 
what The Spastics Society 
is doing for the cerebral — 
palsied throughout the 
country. It is the new 
calendar designed and pro- 
duced by the Society, and 
it costs just £1. ; 

Each month is illustrated va 
with a full-colour picture—a 
brilliantly hued bloom, an — 
evocative sailing scene or a 
pleasant country house with ES a 
a rural setting. And with 
each is an explanatory cap- 
tion to show the link with the 
Society, the flower was one of 
the many. magnificent speci- | 
mens grown in the Society’s 
hothouse at the Thorngrove 
Centre in Gillingham, Dorset, 
the sailing boats are tacking 
across the lake of the Society's 
Cornish Churchtown © Fam 
Field Study Centre at Lan- 
livery, while the gracious man- — 
sion houses the Society’s 
Craig-y-Parc school in Wales. 
In addition the 15-page calen- 
dar gives detailed information 
about the Society’s work, 


Wills aim 


There is also a page of 
covenant forms, for the first 
1,000 copies are being sent 
free to solicitors throughout _ 
the country. Will bequests and 
deeds of covenant form an 
important part of the Society's 
income and for this reason it 
was thought the calendar 
would prove particularly useful 
to solicitors who are fre- 
quently being approached by 
clents drawing up wills on the 
subject of leaving money to 
charity. ee 

Mr Henry Gamper, Head o's ae 
the Society’s Advertising and a 
Design Department, explained: — 
‘The calendar will be working ~ 
for us throughout the year, our ne 
25th Anniversary year, by giv- 
ing information yet at the same 
time being attractive to have 
on the wall’ ane 

The calendars will be avail- 
able from Mr Gamper at the 
Society’s headquarters, 12 Park © 
Crescent, from the end of Octo- i 
ber onward, and there will be ae 
a discount on bulk orders. 2 
However, any donation in 
addition to the £1 for the — 
calendar to defray package and — 
postage costs would be appre-— 
ciated. It is hoped to eventu« — 
ally have the calendar on sale — 
through local groups, shops, at 
centres and schools. - Ee. 
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-Wrongly condemned to 30 years in an Institution 
Can you imagine what it's like @ 
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being in a place like that?’ 


THE doctor at London’s Guys Hospital examined John Bonser both 
physically and mentally, and then turned to John’s two escorts and asked: 
How long has this chap been in the mental institution?’ The reply was, 
‘According to the records 30 years.’ And the doctor’s answer was: ‘Well, 
that’s 30 years too long — he should never have been put there in the first 


place!’ 


As John Bonser, now aged 68, recalled those 
moments, tears welled up in his eyes and he 
. broke down and wept. For John is only physically 
handicapped, but was born before anybody 
understood that cerebral palsy does not auto- 
matically mean mentally handicapped as well. 


John had been born, as 

he put it: ‘Out of wedlock: 
My Mum had had to do a 
lot of heavy work while she 
‘was expecting me. She 
didn’t want me and when I 
was born she got a friend 


in Manchester to take me. 


_ This good woman couldn’t 
_ have children of her own. 
Nowadays people might 
say she ran a baby farm 
because there were several 
of us, but it wasn’t like that 
 atall. She was full of love 
for us.” In fact John grew 
up believing her to be his 

_ real mother. 
__ When he was five he started 
at the local school. ‘But I 
_ dribbled terribly and had to 
wear a bib and the other child- 
ren were cruel and made fun 
of me.’ So he stayed at home, 
helping around the house and 


-¥unning errands for neigh- 
bours. Eventually he was sent 
fo a special school and 


r _ ‘learned the three Rs, although 
I can’t read big words, 


‘Got upset 


‘I was getting on fine but 
when I was 14 I had to leave 
and work on a poultry farm 
near Blackburn. There were 
about 200 hens, 10 cows and 
five pigs. It was miles out in 
the wilds, and what with the 
heavy work and being so very 
far from home, I got upset. 
The farmer told the lady I 
thought was my mother that 
I was no good to him, and that 
she should come and take me 
home. 


‘I was very ill after that and 


' what with being handicapped 
and not being very quick, the 
education committee had me 


certified and I was sent to a 


mental institution at Warley, 
near Blackburn. Can you 
imagine what it’s like for any- 
body who’s not mental being 
put in a place like that? I 
can still remember the day. It 
was a Monday, September 3 
1925, 

And it was then that John 

_ found out that the woman he 


had loved all his life as a 
mother was not his real ‘Mum.’ 

“My registered number. was 
2948—and that was just the 
side for male patients. Huge 
the hospital was, and crowded. 
We wore blue shirts with a 
ted tie, corduroy trousers, 
and jackets with only one 
inside pocket for our red 
handkies, and slippers. When 
We went out in the compound 
—each ward had its own—we 
wore boots, and at weekends 
we were allowed into the 
hospital playing field. 

“We were never allowed any 
money, not even a halfpenny. 
Tf you got a parcel or a letter 


CLES 


-one night after 


were watched in case you said 
something you shouldn’t or 
given something you weren’t 
allowed. Any letters we wrote 
were also opened and read, and 
anything they didn’t like was 
taken out. If you broke any 
tule you got shut in the fac- 
tory ward; which was the 
punishment ward, and then 
you wore white moleskins and 
put on to heavy jobs with two 


charge nurses keeping watch. . 


You got knocked about some- 
thing shocking and there was 
nothing you could do about 
iti—not even write to the 
Board of Control.’ 

John, however, was deter- 
mined to do something, and 
they had 
all been put to bed at 9 pm, 
he talked over his plan with 
the patient in the next bed. 


THE pleasures that John enjoys most are just being 
able to get about making the most of his freedom and 
visiting his many friends — for John has taken on the 
unofficial role of welfare worker on the estate where 


he lives. 


it was always opened and 
examined. And if you had 


someone come on a visit no 
matter how far they’d come 
they weren’t allowed to see you 
if they hadnt got a visiting 
permit first. They weren't 
allowed in the wards—huge 
places of 40 to 80 beds, with 
just two nurses—only in the 
visiting room and then you 


- play their part 


ao 


AN Englishman’s home is his castle and there’s no place like home — especially for 


John Bonser whose modest council flat is a palace compared with the Institution where 


he spent 30 years. 


They decided to form a 
Patients’ Welfare Committee. 
‘The first meeting was on a 
Thursday night in the ping- 
pong room. , There was about 
12 of us but soon after we 
started talking a charge nurse 
and two other nurses came out 
of the ward office and broke 
the meeting up and threatened 
us that #f it happened again 
we'd be in trouble, Undaun- 
ted, John persevered, and next 
visiting time smuggled a letter 
out to the Board of Control. 
‘Ten days later came a reply 
—on the back of the envelope 
was written, “Please do not 
open,” but it had been opened 
already. Ht was from the 
Board of Control saying we 
coud! have our committee.’ 
But developments in the out- 
side world were beginning to 
in bringing 
about a drastic change, for the 
storm clouds of the Second 
World War had gathered on 
the horizon. Conscription 
began taking more and more 
of the male nurses and John 
found himself transferred to a 
ward of children aged between 
five and 14. It was his job 
to help the teacher, and he 
soon proved his usefulness. 
But though he showed his 
responsibility he was still 
denied his freedom until, 
unexpectedly, a charge nurse 
said, ‘Hey John, after your tea, 


Equality demand 


‘THE Disabled Student’ is 
the title of a new survey 
carried out for the National 
Union of Students with an 
£11,000 grant from Action 


for 


disabled 


better get a shave and a bath 
and get changed.’ He asked, 
‘Why, am I going to see the 
King?’ for a joke, and was 
told: ‘Where you’re going it’s 
possible you might, because 
you're going to London.’ 

The next day, with two 
escorts, John travelled to Lon- 
don for the momentous visit to 
Guy’s Hospital. And_ three 
weeks later a letter came for 
John. ‘It was given to me 
unopened, which was unusual, 
and it was from the Board of 
Control granting my discharge. 
After that the charge nurses 
stopped calling me by my first 
name and instead addressed me 
as “Mr Bonser’’ and treated me 
as an equal.’ 


Walked out 


He walked out of the mental 
institution on Tuesday, May 
16, 1955, to start a new life at 


- what was then the National 


Spastics Society’s adult resi- 
dential centre at Prested Hall, 
Essex. To John’s great regret 
he was told he could not 
undertake the work of welfare 
officer which he had hoped for, 
because of his Speech impedi- 
ment. Instead he contentedly 
ran errands and generally 
helped the other residents. 
After two years, however, he 
went back to Manchester. 


He learnt the hard way that 
people are not always what 
they seem, and he had his 
share of further disappoint- 
ments. But now he lives on a 
ground floor council flat in the 
Gorton area of Manchester. 
A flat he came by because of 
his invariable habit of help- 


ing out when others need a 
hand, 

‘There was this old lady with 
multiple sclerosis and arthritis. 
A nurse used to come twice a 
day during the week to get her 
in and out of bed, but I'd do it 
at weekends, and one day she 
said to me, “There’s a flat com- 
ing vacant and I’ve asked them 
to let you have it.” And so I 
came here. 

‘I’ve had a bit of bad luck— 
last year I went over as usual 
to visit this old lady one even- 
ing and left my bedroom 
window slightly ajar. When I 
got back the flat had been 
vandalised and £50 stolen. 
Earlier this year I left my key 
in the door while I went to the 
bathroom in case anyone 
called, and when I came out 
there was a young chap look- 
ing through my cupboards. He 
took my pension money.’ ‘ 

Undismayed, John still 
perseveres in helping others— 
selling raffle tickets to aid the 
local Spastics and Multiple 
Sclerosis Societies and copies 
of Spastics News. 


Liz Cook 


Protest over 


pool grant 


THAMESDOWN Council has 
deferred to grant of £4,000 for 
a hydrotherapy pool, and 
Thamesdown and _ District 
Spastics Association chairman, 
Tony Long, has protested. The 
only hydrotherapy pool in the 
Swindon area is at the Princes 
Margaret Hospital. The local 
group has already raised £500 
towards another pool. 
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for the Crippled Child. 
The researchers, Graham 
Markall and Derek Child, 
studied the admissions pro- 
- cedure of 314 higher educa- 
tion institutions. Nearly 
one-fifth admitted no dis- 
abled students at all from 
1972 to 1975 and almost a applications for higher educa- 
half took in fewer than five tion by disabled people should 
each during the same be treated solely on their 
period. academic merits and the NUS 


Grarbueettar of sons BEOD DUO tO seierr 8 eee re 
Special School heads who see to give disabled candidates 
access problems as ‘caused’ by equal opportunities with those 
disability where the real of able-bodied prospective 
cause is lack of suitable pro- students, 
bh aoe . ‘The Disabled Student,’ price 
Dain ghia eta 40p, is available from Action 
worst record of provision, Research for the Crippled 
Child, Vincent House, Spring- 


with 48 per cent of . colleges 
refusing to admit people with field Road, Horsham, West 
Sussex RH12 2PN, 


any kind of disability while 
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Modern Vehicle 
Constructors 
Limited 


DARWIN CLOSE, READING, RG2 ORW 
Telephone: 0734 81654 
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students 


in Polytechnics the proportion 
of disabled students equals 
that of disabled people in the 
population as a whole. 

The report recommends that 


~ Dean Court Hotel 


has 26 bedrooms, all of which have... 


* PRIVATE BATHROOM 


(OR SHOWER) 


4 TELEPHONE 
* RADIO 
* COLOUR TELEVISION. 


There is central heating throughout. The hotel prides 
itself on its cuisine and the first consideration of all 
members of the staff is the comfort and well being of 
the guests, 


Duncombe Place, York YO1 2EI 
Telephone 0904-25082 
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Van Conversions for 
the transporting of 
invalid wheelchairs 
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| ‘Soapbox’ for genuine pearl | regional social worker, ment. The travelling scheme — 
. | buttons and they came | North-East. . will enable them to have their 
Us. THE One- -to-One_ project the outside world and the One-to-One. Available from flooding in from all over Miss Osborn’s salary, her cat. Pbatmeatd te the ckelaacdie 
1 which aims. to break helper gained some insight Inter-Action’ Imprint, 14 Tal- the country. and its running costs will be ee di of thei 
i through the. isolation of into the problem of the acre Road, London NW5 3PE, Mrs Taylor’ spent hours |. borne. fromthe Neath Hast familiar surroundings of their Z 
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Friends in 
a forest 


IT was worthy of a scene from 
a Walt Disney film... 20 
children from the Society’s 

_ Meldreth Manor School were 
camping in a forest receutly 
when one of the shyest forest 
creatures, a young deer, 
appeared. 


The deer invaded the food 
store and adult attempts to 


drive it away failed. Instead, village fete. It was made | 47. Health Authority on September 275° 

the fawn attached itself to by her mother, Mrs Mar- A 26-year-old physiothera~ land Area Health Anan 

Trevor Livesey, one of the aret Taylor (also pictured) ist, Maureen Osborn, formerly will take over the running” 
£ y p pist, Mau 

most severely handicapped | 


children in the group, who is 
unable to speak. The twa 
became inseparable and every 


The people of Alphra- | service 
morning the deer would share a 15-mile radius of Sunderland counselling to the service. 
Trevor's’ breakfast’ bowl of ham had helped Mrs Tay- | a |5-mile see 
screed with ‘him igen lor to raise more than £500 | visiting children and giving Said Mr James Loring 
Trevor fed the deer out of for the school for children | them regular therapy sessions. Director of The Spastieg ad 


his bowl and held a bottle of 
milky tea for the deer to driiak 
from. Sadly their companion- 


The | inspiring ‘One to One’ story 


munity, has published a 
handbook on its work. 


‘adopted’ a patient for the day, 
sharing with him the activities 
arranged by volunteers. Thus 
the patient made a friend from 


people closely involved in One- 
to-One days. Their comments 


pation in long-stay hospitals is 
edited by Pete Limbrick, and 
published 
Imprint 


by  Inter-Action 
in association with 


sory Service, please contact 
Keith Smith on 01-267 1422/3. 


library of £23, after youngsters 
Julie Brown, Sonya Ellmore. 
and Amanda Legge, held a 
summer fair. 


Sparkling 
thank you 
to village 


WENDY TAYLOR, the 
Pearly Queen of Alpraham 
near Nantwich, Cheshire, 
tries on her dress for the 


as the basis of a ‘thank 
you’ gesture to villagers. 


with learning . problems, 
which 14-year-old Wendy, 


idea for the village fete. She 
appealed on the Charlie 
Chester radio programme 


were invited to guess how 
many buttons had been 


Manchester Evening 
News. 


| Ster, 


at Newcastle General Hospital, 
has been appointed to run the 
She will travel round 


She will also offer parents valu- 
able advice on how to stimu- 


late ‘| their children with 


Paediatrician of the hospital 
and through Mr Robert Tap- 
The Spastiecs Sociéty’s 
in the 


liated to The Spastics Society. 
Sunderland Health Authority 
will provide day-to-day assist- 


run for three years. If it proves 
successful in that time, Sunder- 


Mobile physiotherapy 
service will treat — 
children at home — 


A TRAVELLING physiotherapy service which iil 4 
enable handicapped children to be treated in the relaxed 
atmosphere of their own homes started as a joint pioneer- 
ing project by The Spastics Society and the Sunderland 


i. This is a description in should provide an inspiration | oe sent in and the competition ance, while secretarial facilities jg the counselling that parents — 
a words and photographs of _and practical guide for future SOUTH Humberside Spastics proved to be a real money- will be provided by the Sunder- yin) be able to receive, again — 

t One-to-One days held at volunteers, Society’s welfare worker, Mrs | booster for the local ameni- | land and District Spastics jn their own homes, where they | 
i i various hospitals during which ‘One-To-One’ — an experi- | Edna Coulbeck, was presented | fjes fund. Society. will be more receptive to 
‘7 members of the public each ment with community partici- | with a cheque for the toy Picture by courtesy of The travelling service will be advice than in a clinic or hos- _ 


OC taaik 


it completely. They also hope — 
to add speech and occupational F, 
therapy, as well as social work 


Society: ‘Handicapped children 
who have hitherto had to travel ; 


rather long distances for a 


and exhausted state. They — 
were therefore not able to 
benefit fully from their treat- BS 


parents .were often unable to — a 
make the journey. Another : 


excellent aspect of the scheme — 


pital atmosphere which can be 
a bit daunting.’ 


e e e 
Harris Television Ltd 
70 LOWER DOCK STREET, NEWPORT, GWENT. Telephone 59402. 
Suppliers of Television for Sale or Rent 


See us for your 


Agents for 


Unit Audio, Tape Recorder, 
Radiogram and 
Radio requirements 


National, Finlux, Telefunken, 
Ferguson, HMV, Ultra, Philips, 
: ITT, Decca 


SECURE THE seas FOR AS 
LITTLE AS £8 A MONTH 


A’ Canada Life. 5 Star Security Plan ensures 
maximum protection for your family, peace of 
mind for you = for a-low monthly outlay, 
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CERAMIC TILES (Contract) LID 


CERAMIC WALL AND FLOOR TILING | | 


For example, if you're 33, you could get 
immediate protection of £21 768 for just £8 
a month,with guaranteed cash or income - plus 
bonuses - for your retirement. Furthermore. 
there's £1,800 extra cash in the event of : CONTRACTORS. ae 
eae accidental death, and premiums are waived in . a 
es : lone pertodS-ofillvess. And se course, you 3 INDUSTRIAL AND DOMESTIC ENQUIRIES INVITED 


could get substantial tax relief to make your HOWARD STREET, IPSWICH. Tel: IPSWICH 73421 


Savings even more profitable, 
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This is just one example of the many 
programmed life assurance plans offered by 


Canada Life - other plans include Savings, 


unit-linked investment retirement, 
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SSS ae 4 
Continuous cast iron bar in stock 


qs 
to standard sizes 
Grade 14-Grade 17. Stock list on request. 
Rings and tubes manufactured centrifugally 
in iron. Special steels made to order, 


Rotocast 


Rotocast Metals Limited; Northcote Street, Walsall, W ~ 
Tel Walsall (STD Code 0922) 24551/2/3 SN oan 
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ASSURANCE COMPANY 


Consultants to 500,000 people Midlands WS2 8Bj 
i s . 


The Canada Life Assurance 


Company, 


6 Charles 11 Street-, 
FREEPOST, LONDON SW1Y 4BR 


No stamp required - we pay the postage. 
Please send me, without obligation, your 


LAWN MOWERS 7 
GARDEN TOOLS 
HARDWARE TOOLS 
SCISSORS, KNIVES ~'')) 


free booklet 
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‘fourth annual - sailing 
Sake disabled week was 
nce again held at the Steel 
Company of Wales Reservoir 
tt Port Talbot in Glamorgan, 
os 20 people arriving from 
ll parts of the UK to learn 
jow to sail. 

We were fortunate to be 
given the free services of three 
ly qualified sail training 
structors, and the level of 
ability achieved by some. of 
ihe participants was quite high 
by the end of the week. 
Unfortunately, on the Thurs- 


all sailing had to be cancelled. 
but we had a visit from. Mrs 


Be Executive Council of The 
astics Society, and she and 


morming meeting everybody 
and watching the instructors 
teaching our disabled people 
to tie knots. - 

The next day the wind had 
dropped a little but was still 
blowing quite hard and a num- 
ber of disabled persons who 
felt that they would like to sail 
in very rough weather were 
taken out one at a time with 
two instructors in the boat. 


Helpers 

We are grateful to the West 
Glamorgan education depart- 
ment which loaned us six sail- 
| ing dinghies, two qualifield 
F sailing instructors, and the ser- 
vices of its Safety Officer; to 
the girls of Chelsea College of 
Physical Education who came 
§ and cooked and looked after 
us, to the helmsmen of 
Mumbles yacht club and the 
Steel Company of Wales 
yacht club who gave their 
services free, and to the direc- 
tors, managers and staff of the 
{ earley Caravan Company, 
ansea, who gave us free 
Goan of caravans for the week 
so that both our disabled 
sailors and able-bodied helpers 
j were able to live in comfort. 


CARDIFF and District Spas- 
a Association had a stand at 
e three-day Cardiff Horticul- 
ii Show, and raised £243. 
i he Cardiff group is grateful 
to Mr Alf Barnett, Alan Cottle, 
Mrs Pat Smith and Peter 
drew for their help in 
achieving this excellent result. 


HOW’S this for a first time 
effort? Eddie and Sue Framp- 
fon, of Allensbank Road, 
Ce diff, put on a coffee even- 
g at their house, sold home- 
me ade cakes, Spastics Cards and 
Wellery, and raised £76, Sue 
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~ QUOTATIONS 
AND ESTIMATES 
ON REQUEST 
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day the wind blew so hard that 


Jarrie Williams, a member of — 


her husband Gwil spent the — 


m WINDOW 
ON WALES 


by Emlyn Davies 


Disabled sailors at 


the helm 


GETTING his teeth 
knotty prtoblem at the Sailing 
Week. 


into a 


is the daughter of Mrs Sue 
Jones, who is a founder mem- 
ber of the Cardiff group. 
GRRE 
READERS of the column will 
remember a story about the 
barefoot walkers of Sully who, 
by walking round Nailsea 
Court, Sully, raised £5. These 
intrepid walkers, David Noells, 
Peter Jarrett, Chris Weekes, 
Lisa Ericksen, Nigel Colston, 
have once again completed 
their marathon six miles, but 
this time have raised £10.64. 
A magnificent effort for these 
very young children. 
SER 
CONGRATULATIONS to 
Bleddyn Lewis and _ Janice 
Tyndall, both resident at the 
Societys Mena House. 
Penarth, who have announced 
their engagement. Bleddyn 
and Janice have known each 
other since October 1963, when 
they first met at Dene Park 
Further Education Centre. 
Bleddyn was one of the first 
residents of Mena House when 
it opened in 1966. Janice only 
arrived at the hostel this year 
so their friendship certainly 
seems to have blossomed! 


fossa 8 Puan eee] 

DOES anyone ~~ need 12 
blankets, nine counterpanes 
and two pillows? If you do, 


I suggest you contact Mr and 
Mrs K. S, Marchant, of The 
Spastics Society’s Hostel, 94 


Newton Road, Mumbles, 
Swansea, telephone Swansea 
60279,. who have the excess 


bedding for sale. 


Tels Hebburn 832692 
South Shields 61591 
Day and Night Services 
Ryhope 636 
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The star 
who kept 
a promise 


A YEAR | ago, 
Gau,. secretary of the Pem- 
brokeshire Spastics Society 
wrote to Roy Castle nominat- 
ing Yvonne Berry for his pro- 
gramme ‘Record Breakers.’ 
Yvonne, who is completely 
paralysed from the waist down, 
was able to swim 18 lengths of 
a standard swimming pool in 
40 minutes despite her severe 
disability. 

Roy wrote back to say that 
because of the wide variation 
in the degree of disability 
there was no real standard by 
which Yvonne’s performance 
could be judged, but he did 
promise that if he ever came 
to the Pembrokeshire area he 
would let Yvonne know so 
that they could meet. 


Roy kept his word and when 
he was booked to star in 
cabaret at Letterston he invi- 
ted Yvonne to come along, and 
they are pictured together 
above right. 

Yvonne has progressed in 
her swimming ability and is 
now able to swim 60 lengths 
of the pool, and has achieved 
her ambition of swimming a 
mile, It took her over two 
hours, and she has become the 
third disabled swimmer in her 
area to swim the mile distance, 
the others being Jim Gillard, 
Broadhaven, and John Rich- 
ards, of Haverfordwest. 
Yvonne’s achievement 
the more praiseworthy because 
of her inability to use her legs. 

She belongs to the Haver- 
fordwest Disabled Swimming 
Association which is organised 


Mrs Valerie 


is all — 


and run by Valerie and her 
husband Richard, and the 
photograph below shows them 
with Yvonne just after she had 
completed her mile swim, At 
the moment the club has 
around 40 members but they 
are always looking for new 
blood and anybody in the 
locality who is _ interested 
should contact Valerie at 68 St 
Martin’s Park, Haverfordwest, 


Dyfed. Tel Haverfordwest 
2174. 
povits Se ae ai ae 


MRS- Betty Powell-Bowen is 
well known as vice-chairman 
of the Wales RCC, and her 
husband, Stuart, is known by 
a number of people in the 
movement. Stuart, who heads 
the firm of Bowen and Dann: 
Davies, Colwyn Bay, has 
recently been presented with 
the much coveted RIBA award 
for their design of a hostel for 
the mentally handicapped in 
Rhyl. The hostel is owned by 
Clwyd County, Council. 


Youngsters to the fore 


she has gone on to 
stage an hour-long concert for 


REMEMBER the little story 
about Alison Taylor Williams 
in the August issue with her 
scheme for raising money for 
Spastics by 
library? 
Flushed with success from this 


Monmouthshire 
forming a_ lending 


Fons Marine Scaffolding 
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| THE COMPANY SUPPLY ALL TYPES OF SCAFFOLDING BOTH IN 
4 INDUSTRIAL AND MARINE WORK 


94 WESTOE ROAD, 
SOUTH SHIELDS 
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Crown Coaches 
12-51 Seaters Available 


SPECIALISTS IN OVERSEAS SPORTS, 


AND SCHOOL TOURS 


10 Day Tours Switzerland. 


Department of Education Enquiries Welcome. 
Luxury toilet suite with washing facilities for non-stop travel. 


We also organise Day Tours Sussex and Kent; 10 Day private parties: — 
2 Day Tours English Bulbfields: 8 Day Tours, Sussex and Kent; 


2 107 HAMPSTEAD ROAD, BRISLINGTON, BRISTOL BS4 3HW. GARAGE 73495 
TEL: BRISTOL 776145 and 772433 
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venture, 


group funds. The audience 
consisted of neighbours and 
schoolfriends and inthe inter- 


val Alison and her fellow 
“ young artists sold sweets, 
comics and plants to raise 


money. Said Alison’s mother, 
‘I wondered if they would get 
it off the ground but 
worked very hard, everybody 
enjoyed the show and the 
money has gone to a worth- 
while cause.’ 

IN the last issue I reported on 
the achievement of Mrs Elaine 
Roberts, her = two young 
daughters and friends in help- 
ing to raise £70 during the 
Llanelli Door Knock. I have 
just been told that the Door 
Knock itself raised £500. A 
very good result. 


they , 


The Spastics Society. 
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Friends rally after. 
attack by vandals 


VANDALS slashed all the electric wiring and stole the battery 
from the ambulance run by Brighton, Hove and District Spas- 
tics Society, causing between £100 and £150 worth of damage. 

The vehicle, with its hydraulic lift, is used for transporting 
wheelchair cases and at first it looked as though the most 
severely disabled people attending the group’s Hamilton House 
day centre would have to stay at home while the damage was 
being repaired, But kind friends in the area rallied round with 


offers of money and transport: 


This meant that nobody was 


forced to miss vital lessons or treatment and the cost of repair- 
ing the ambulance was fully covered from donations. 


Satisfied wae my nippy 


YOUR <article “Give them the 
Money’ in the August issue of 
Spactics News, so obviously 
written. by an able-bodied per- 
son, is wrong in its basic 
argument in that it assumes 
that everything wil] be fine and 
dandy for handicapped people 
if a bountiful, government 
gives them sufficient cash to 
buy a car and a_ generous 
But for most severely handi- 
capped people that assumption 
is just not true. “Money may 
sometimes buy happiness for 


‘ weekly allowance to run it. 


people with two good legs to 
walk, but for the disabled it 
is independence and mobility 
that spell _ happiness, ~ not 


Letters 


money, and the only way these 
people can obtain real mobility 
and reasonable independence 
is by having their own pur- 
posely built vehicles adapted 
to individual needs as the 
much-maligned trikes could 
easily be adapted. 

As a driver of trikes for 16 
years over many thousands of 
miles I would concede that 
vehicles for handicapped 
people should have four wheels 
to ensure greater stability and 
better cornering, but minis are 
certainly not the: most satis- 
factory way of providing that 
extra wheel. Many disabled 
people could not even get into 
them, much less drive them. 
I think the complaints against 
the present system of inade- 
quate tuition and servicing are 
also justified as, at ~ present, 


A clanger? 


t WAS delighted to read the 
article in Spastics News con- 


cerning the phasing-out of 
invalid tricycles. 
I really do think the 


Ministry this time has dropped 
a clanger. What is needed is 
not so much a mobility grant 
for those that can drive, but 
who cannot manage an ordin- 
ary car, but instead a replace- 
ment vehicle instead of the 
trikes. I fail to see why it is 
beyond the wit of man to be 
unable to devise a tiller-type 
control for the mini or simi- 
lar car, which can then be 
operated by the’ present trike 
users, 

I hope very much. that after 
five years, 10,000 people are 
not suddenly going to be with- 
out vehicles, which appears to 
be what is going to happen, 
unless the Government provide 
something in their place. 

W. M. C. Hargreaves, 
Head of Recreational 
Services, 


trike” 


tuition given to trike drivers 
is quite inadequate and should 
be given, not by. mechanics, 
but by specially trained 
instructors. Servicing, too, is 
unsatisfactory under the pres~ 
ent system 

If the ever-vociferous Dis- 
abled Drivers Association and 
the many other greedy, grumb- 
ling, gregarious complainants 
of trikes over the last few 
years had tempered their 
demands for cars for all with 
more reason and moderation, 
and, instead, had appealed for 
four-wheeled vehicles to 
replace all trikes, those of us 
who are quite satisfied with 
our nippy little blue Invacars 
would not now, as I am, be 
haunted each day by the grip- ~ 
ping fear of being housebound 
within five years with our 
horizons lessened to the walls 
of our homes and bereft of the 
freedom and _ independence 
which are gifts beyond price. 
Rosalind Osborne, 
Hon Secretary Colwyn 

Bay Group, 
Coed-Emrys, 
Coed Pella Road, 
Colwyn Bay, 
Clwyd. 


Tl safe years 


i DISAGREE with the com. 
ment headed ‘For heaven’s sake 
give them the Money,’ in last 
month’s Spastics News. 

I am a spastic who has 
driven a trike safely for IL 
years. They are easy to park 
and, what is important, a trike 
tells other road users there is 
a disabled person around. 

For heaven’s sake let us 
keep our trikes. = 
M. Stewart, : 
Northampton. 


Day school best 


REGARDING the article in 
Spastics News on whether 
boarding or day schools are 
best for handicapped children: 
I, myself, never had the chance 
of either as I spent most of my 
young life in hospital, in those 
days one was not considered to 
have any intelligence at all. 
Given a chance I would have 
preferred day school, as 
Graham Burn pointed out so 
well, you start being integrated 
at an early stage when adapt- 
ability;comes much easier. By 
the time you are 16 you have 
taken a good many knocks and 
have learnt how to manage 
with them. So, I say, whenever 
possible day school is the best. 
John Matthews, 
Priory Road, 
Hastings, 


J.W. BOSTOCK LID 


Builders and Contractors 
WOODLANDS, GWERSYLLT, Nr. WREXHAM LL11 4NW 


Telephone: BRYMBO 666/7 (STD Code 097 885) 
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Why college for 


disabled closed 


down ina year together — 


A PURPOSE - BUILT 
college for the disabled 
has closed down little 
more than a year after 
it first opened. Pros- 
pect Hall in Birming- 
ham cost £500,000 to 
build, half the money 
being provided by the 
Carnegie United 
Kingdom Trust, the 
rest by charitable 
trusts, commercial 
concerns and individual 


well-wishers. 

The failure of the ven- 
ture has been attributed to 
various factors such as 
inflation, problems in find- 


- ing the right type of staff 


to run the short courses 
originally planned and in- 
sufficient advance publicity. 

When. the college authorities 
found that there were not 
enough enrolments for its own 
courses on such non-yoca- 
tional subjects as natural his- 
tory, painting, Hterature and 
music, it began taking block 


‘bookings from _ specialist 


organisations for the disabled 
to hold their own courses. But 
even then there was insufficient 
demand for its facilities. 

Mr W. G. A. Russell, deputy 
college 
governors, said that when 
Prospect Hall was conceived it 
was expected that local authori- 


Awheelchair as personalas 


ties would give grants but this 
had been prevented by the 
economic Situation. Originally 
the cost for each student had 
been estimated at £110 for an 
average course but inflation 
had more than doubled the 
fees. 

In September the college was 
taken over at a peppercorn 
rent by Birmingham Social 
Services Committee, It will 
be used as a rehabilitation and 
day-care centre for disabled 
people. Running costs are 
expected to be about £62,000 a 
year which the department will 
provide from its present 
budget after a rearrangement 
of priorities, 


ed 


Spastics can 
have my pay 


rise, says MP | 


BURY St Edmunds, Suffolk, 
MP Mr Eldon Griffiths has 
announced that he is noi 
accepting the MPs’ £6-a-week 
pay rise. Instead he will donate 
the after-tax amount to The 
Spastics Society, 

He said: ‘I think the House 

of Commons should show an 
example.’ 
HOUSE-to-house collections in 
Burgess Hill, . Sussex, have 
raised more than £378 towards 
the Society’s new family help 
unit at Bognor Regis; 


owes See 


At last -- 
married 


couple are. 


ROGER EDWARDS and 
his bride Shelley Henn, of 
South Wales, have had to 
spend the first few months 
of their married life living 
apart because they could 
not find a home suitable 
for Roger’s wheelchair. 
Now Ogwr Borovgh Coun- 
cil has played cupid and 
offered specially adapted 
accommodation. 

Roger, 28, is a spastic 
now living at a residential 
centre for the disabled. 
Shelley, 19, and staying 
for the present with her 
parents in Porthcawl, was 
classed as a slow learner 
and never thought she 
would make a housewife. 

After attending a Spas- 
tics Society course for mar- 
ried couples and spending 
six weeks in a_ special 


‘independence flat’ at the - 


adult training centre in 
Bridgend where they met, 
Shelley and Roger proved 
that they were able to look 
after themselves and the 
council came up with the 
offer of a house. 
Picture by courtesy of 
South Wales Echo. 


Shop success 


THE Spastics Shop in Dart- 
ford, Kent, run by voluntary 
helpers, has raised more than 
£6,500 in less than 70 weeks. 


_ the individual disability 


Meyra have had over 40 years 
experience in designing a range of 
chairs whose enormous scope of 


styles and accessories tailor them 


virtually to the individual’s 
requirements and incorporate the 
greatest understanding yet of the 
disabled person’s needs. Our colour 
brochure will show you exactly 
what we mean. There are electric 
folding chairs with varying types of 
controls that can safely negotiate 
inclines and rough terrain. Manually 
_operated ones, lightweight models, 


gl 

a 
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sporis models, special children’s 
models and even one that will let 
you Safely negotiate stairs. 


Meyra helps you do a little 
more, a little more easil 

This standard of design and 
ease of operation has literally never 
been available in this country 
before. We sincerely believe that 
with a Meyra chair you will be able 
to reappraise your capabilities and 
enjoy a degree of freedom, comfort 
and independence-you never 


thought would be possible. You 
owe it to yourself to send for your 
brochure today. 


ml 


We enjoy assisting 


: i ” To Meyra-Rehab. (U.K.) Ltd., 
Unit 4, Copheap Lane 
Warminster, Wilts. BA12 OBL, 

Please send my full colour brochure on the Meyra 
ange of electronic and manually operated wheelchairs, 


ee 


TELEPHONE. .calls 
usually start abruptly: “I 
wonder if you can help?” 
Letters are more hesitant, 
and the preamble longer: 
“I met someone the other 
day who suggested I should 
write to you.” All of them 
seek information on some 
aspect of disability — re- 
quests for advice which 
come in day after day, 
week after week. 


Behind each one, I think, 
is the thought of the man 
in the street — more often 
the woman of the house- 
hold — that surely The 
Spastics Society can help, 
if anyone can. 


Challenge 


Each is a challenge, but. 
happily, within. the Society 
there are many sources from 
which advice. can be obtained. 
Miss Anne Richardson, an 
occupational therapist, based at 
the Family Services and 
Assessment Centre at London’s 
Fitzroy Square, is a fount of 
knowledge, particularly, per- 
haps. on children. She is a 
joint author of a book dealing 
with toys suitable for handi- 
capped children. Associated 
with her is Mrs V. Everton, 
who runs a permanent exhibi- 
tion of aids at Fitzroy Square, 
frequently visited by parents, 
local groups and _ welfare 
workers, 

As part of the Visiting Aids 
Centre, which operates a 
mobile ‘exhibition touring the 


country, is an index of items. 


of help to the handicapped, 
each card with an illustration, 
details and a source of supply, 
This was started many years 
ago by Mr Nicholas Elwes, 
continued by Miss Shirley 
Keene, and now controlled by 


A little practical help 


is better than a lot of — 


, bad t 
for the supply of furniture and 
equipment as each new project 
nears completion. <A list of 
these ventures would be 


lengthy, but current projects in- 
clude a holiday hotel at Bognor 


Regis, at Salisbury a day care. 


and short stay centre, and a 


pioneer effort at Cardiff to 
provide married. accommoda- 


tion for those in wheelchairs, 


Shared 


We share our knowledge — 
in itself a test! A regional 
equipment team of the North 
West Thames health authority 
asked recently “for information 
on suitable equipment for a 
new mental handicap unit” — 
age range 18 to 40 years, hyper- 
active and multi-handicap, In 
complete contrast to this 
major effort, there is the mun- 
dane. A parent asked for a set 
of new tyres for a pram bought 
some years ago. A little re- 
search disclosed that the 
makers had gone out of busi- 
ness. Finally a firm was found 
‘specialists in pram renova- 
tions’ who could supply new 


tyres and ~ re-tyre — existing - 


| commenmaans 


A complete service to arche 
in education | 


free loan, mobile sales, 
Perris — 
Archery > 
Products 


i 


-‘Music Therapy in ‘the Cp 


- diture of, say, £30 for 


‘climbed Snowdon as Part, 


Edinburgh’s Gold Ay, 
It took him five hou, 
complete the climb 
efforts were reward 
celebratory bottle of 
pagne at the summit ay. 
free trip on the monn: 
railway for the downy, 
journey. ‘. 
He was accompan 
a friend, Chris Abr. 
had flown back from j; 
job in Kuwait specially , 
make the climb. a 
Andy, who recently 
a history of the Mu 
Railway, is employed 
Work Centre run by 
sea and. District Spas, 
Society. — 


ONE-DAY _ conference , 


munity’ will be held on Sa 
day, October 16, 1976, at: 
Michael’s School, Graham’ 
race, Sloane Square, Lo 
SW1, from 10 am to 5 

Further information f; 
The | Organising  Sectetan 
British Society for My 
Therapy, 48 Lanchester } 
London N64TA, ~~ 


wheels at a cost of £2. TI 
sounds trifling but a 
which will give further ; 
for £2_as opposed to an 


one, is important to a fa 

Much more difficult was 
letter from a mother in fl 
Yorkshire Dales 


the family could p 
typewriter. (Normal 
‘pose, a typewriter migh 
been provided by th 
tional authority but a 
money was not a 
This meant detail 
Society’s scheme for 
tioned IBM typewriter: 
tion of the Japanese 
electric typewriter (on 
the Society could ne 
discount price); _ 
manual typewriters, a in 
a discount rate; and fin 
estimates for recondition 
machines. . an 
All this is just part ( 
the service that one oug 
to give — and can give! 
minimal cost — illustta 
ing, perhaps, the ada 
some practical help is. 
ter than a lot of sympathy 
SUPPLIES OFFICE 


- 


Mr Charles Clayton, the VAC 
Officer. 

All this expertise is sup- 
ported by the Society’s Sup- 
plies Department, responsible 


For sound guidance, advice and the best in equipment 
Contact: Perris Archery, a 

Leisurewear House, Leeds Road, Ilkley, Yorkshire, 
Tel ; Ilkley 66402. Telex : 517067. aI 


ae ee 


SO RR gk ae ER ea ee ee <4 ees wee 


“THE small neat living 
room of Desmond 
Cox’s home in Wol- 
-verhampton is filled 


his elder _ brother, 
Edward, in that exact- 
ing art from the Orient 
 — Karate. 


= It is a sport that 
~ Desmond can only 
Be watch, for -he. is: a 
Spastic with poor hear- 
- ing and limited use of 
_ his legs. 


But Desmond has his own 
-. medal to match the 25 cups 
and decorations won by 
__ Edward—already he has 
2 his Duke of Edinburgh 
bronze and is working 
a his silver. 
Now 20, he works three 
_ days a week at the Wol- 
- verhampton and District 
_ §pastics Society’s Fern- 
wood Day Centre. 
pe. “At the. moment I’m 
making brooches of blue 
_ glass and I really enjoy 
-- making things—especially 
~ when I know they are going 
~ to ois pleasure.’ 


pie 

"West Indies 
Desmond was born in Wol- 
_ verhampton in 1955 when his 
mother Agnes arrived from 
Kingston, West Indies, to join 
her husband, Joseph, who had 
come two years earlier, He 
_ Was working as a plasterer for 
Wolverhampton Corporation 
—a job he has held ever since, 
_ while Agnes is now a domestic 
assistant at the local hospital. 


Desmond and his family — 
he has five brothers and a 
young sister — are a happy 
example of just how well 
people can get on with each 
other. For Wolverhampton, 
especially during the time that 
the headline catching Enoch 
Powell was its Member of Par- 
liament, tended to focus 
national attention on the sub- 
ject of immigration. 


Yet despite a sotentnnall? 


DESMOND Cox, a 
plenty who are worse off than me—I look on each day as 


a new challenge and really I’m very lucky.’ 


difficult life, Desmond is able 
to say With happy sincerity: ‘I 


see my life as very lucky. I 


have loving parents and family 
to live with, my Invacar gives 
me freedom to go out, and each 
day is a new challenge.’ 
Desmond was three months 
old when he was taken to hos- 
pital with an attack of pneu- 
monia, Discharged after eight 
weeks he then suffered double 
pneumonia and _— gradually 


20-year-old, who says: “There are 


He is photo- 


graphed outside the Society’s Family Services and Assess- 


ment Centre, London. 


Desmond and his ‘very lucky 


Agnes realised that Desmond 
was not developing like his 
elder brothers, Edward, 25, and 
Neville, 23 — ‘both big men 
now, she laughed. ‘But 
Desmond couldn’t use his legs 
or sit up. straight. 
felt he would be all right, and 
when he had an operation on 
his leg muscles J thought he’d 
be perfect.’ 


Instead, from the age of five. 
Desmond had to attend schools 
for the handicapped, but they 
were always near enough for 
him to see plenty of his family. 
At one time he’d been confined 
to a wheelchair but since going 
to Exhall Grange School. 
Coventry, he’s turned his back 
on it. “The atmosphere there, 
the people and the help they 
gave me, made me walk better.’ 
Finally he went to the Society’s 
Lancaster Training Centre, and 
from there was able to join the 
Society’s Homework Section. 

Desmond has also made the 
pilgrimage to Lourdes. ‘I spent 
a week there and the proces- 
sion of candles to the Grotto 


for bus 


WITH a letter published in 
a Northern newspaper there 
was a reminder of the con- 
troversy over the use of the 
word ‘spastic? which raged 
in the columns of this news- 
paper recently. 
In trenchant style the 
. writer asserts: ‘The sooner 
charitable agencies cease to 
adorm their vehicles with 
the words “handicapped,” 
“disabled,” “spastic,” etc, 
the better. AH this sense- 
less grafitti serves to do is 


I always. 


He slams charities 


was a wonderful experience, 
Religion means a lot to me. I 
g0 to Mass each Sunday in my 
Invacar and if there are times 
when I’ve been very unhappy 
then I’ve had help and things 
are no longer wrong.’ 


New friends 


Close-knit as a family, some 
of Desmond’s brothers, accom- 
pany him to the local Physic- 
ally Handicapped and Able- 
bodied Club, ‘PHAB, and in 
addition he goes to the ‘Smiling 
Faces Club.’ ‘PHAB is .a 
dream come true for me — I 
used to go to. one in Coventry 
until they opened one here. It 
means that I’m always meeting 
lots of new people and making 
new friends.’ 

Desmond, however, has an- 
other dream which he is wait- 
ing for to come true, ‘to go to 
Buckingham Palace to gét my 
Gold Award — now Id really 


enjoy that!’ 
Liz Cook 


gratitti” 


to provide a_ travelling 
peep-show and advertising 
for the supportive agency, 

‘Handicapped people are 
people who have a handi- 
cap, not a separate species 
but human beings who need 
to be accepted as  indi- 
viduals in their own right. 
And as long as these chari- 
ties persist in the labelling 
of their recipients then the 
day when these people can 
be properly integrated into 
society is prolonged.’ 
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* life Smashing 


profit from 
window Idea 


TWO parents one day won- 
dered how they could help the 
local Dorset Spastics Society 
and decided to give the space 
in one of their shop windows, 
They felt that from the sale 
of goods in this window they 
would be able to donate some- 
thing useful to the ’ vehicle 
fund. 
Never 
such a 
popular. In 


did they envisage 
scheme proving so 
less. than two 
years, the Dorset Spastics 
Society has received £1,000 
from Mr and Mrs Gordon Fry, 
of Sterte Stores, Sterte Road, 
Poole, and Mr and Mrs Jones; 
of Curzon Road, Bournemouth, 
£770—a truly tremendous effort 
and one for which the Society 
is most grateful. 


ee 


Birthday for 
Ralphs clubs 


SOCIAL clubs for the disabled 
in Epsom and Croydon are 


~ celebrating their 21st anniver- 


sary this year. Both were 
started by Ralph Wells, of 
Ashtead, Surrey, who is him- 
self spastic and_ still closely 
involved with the venture. 


Members of the Epsom club 
include those suffering from 
mongolism and epilepsy as well 
as cerebra] palsy. Meetings are 
held once a month and are 
organised mainly by disabled 
people. Members: also hold 
sponsored walks and other 
fund-raising activities. 


the 


name 


for 


Golden Vale. 


Squashes. 


@ Craigmillar Prepared Mixes. 
@ Craigmillar Whole Orange and Lemon Drinks and 


@ County Farm Vegetable Protein. 
@ Instant whip: Craigmillar Whirl. 
@ The Saladin Range of Oils: Saladin Economy - 


2  Craigmillar 


e@ Margarines: Craigmillar Soft, Dawn, Homeland, 


Cooking Oil, Saladin Super Vegetable Oil, Saladin. 
Pure Groundnut Oil, Saladin Pure Corn Oil, Saladin 


Pure Olive Oil. 
@ Frytol Long Life Frying Oil. 
@ Frying Fats: Fat Friar, Vebol, Tartan. 


Craigmillar A Division of Van den Berghs & Jurgens Ltd., 


Sussex House, Burgess Hill, West Sussex RH15 9AW. Tel Haywards Heath 58100. 
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- signatures 


MEMBERS of the Disabled 
‘Drivers’ Association, angered 
by the Goyernment’s decision 
to phase out the invalid 
tricycle without a satisfactory 
alternative, launched a nation- 
wide campaign in September 
to seek public support for 
their demands of a change in 
government policy. 

Disabled people from all 
ever Britain, attending the 
annual conference of the DDA 
at Essex University, were 
asked to help collect six 
million’ signatures for petitions 
to be presented to the Govern- 
ment by their MPs. Help is 
also being sought from trade 
unions, political and other 
organisations. 

A spokesman for the Asso- 
ciation said: ‘What we are 
demanding from the Govern- 
ment is a guarantee that when 
their tricycles wear out, drivers 
are provided with an adequate 
alternative means of personal 
transport.’ 


A PLEA to the Chancellor 
of the Exchequer to con- 
sider granting tax conces- 
sions to help charities at a 
time when the level of 
social services provisions 
for the handicapped were 
in danger of being cut back 
by local authorities, was 
made in Eastbourne on 
Monday, September 27, by 
Mr James Loring, Director 


of The Spastics Society. 

He was speaking at the 
official opening of a unique 
home for handicapped child- 
ren which was built by The 
Spastics Society at a cost of 
£173,000, and handed over to 
East Sussex County Council to 
run, 

Mr Loring said that today 
voluntary bodies were accep- 
ted by Government as serving 
a vital need, yet this necessary 
aid in caring for handicapped 
children had earned them few 
concessions from the Treasury. 

‘The fact that the level of 
social services for the handi- 
capped in many local authority 
areas is likely to be reduced 
because of the economic crisis, 
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ABOVE: The Lord Mayor 
buys a flag from Val 
Everton, an adminisirative 
assistant at the Society’s 
Family Seryiees and 
Assessment Centre in Fitz- 
roy Square, London. 


BELOW: The Lord Mayor 
inspects the display about 
the Society’s work outside 
the Royal Exchange dur- 
ing city flag day. With him 
is Mr Dorrien Belson, 
Chairman of the Society. 


Piea for tax concessions 


shows the 
flag in 
the City 


FOCAL point of the Society's 
City flag day this year was a 
display panel set up outside 
the Royal Exchange informing 
the public of what is being 
done for spastic children and 
adults not only in London but 
-all over the country. 


Sir Lindsay Ring, Lord 
Mayor ot London,’ walked 
across from the Mansion 
House to see the display, 


accompanied by Sheriff Ken- 
neth Cork. They were greeted 
by the Society’s Chairman, 
Mr Dorrien Belson. 

Earlier, nearly 30 members 
of Spastics Society staff and 
voluntary helpers had been out 
selling flags to city commuters 
arriving for work ox going out 
for a lunchtime pint. 

Flag day also marked the 
launching of the new Mobile 
Information Unit, a converted 
Ford Transit van which will 
enable the Society to reach an 
even wider public.. The van 
will be used for transporting 
display material to exhibition 
halls and conference centres 
all over the country, Like its 
“big brother,’ the Visiting 
Aids Centre, the unit will offer 
much practical information on 
aids and equipment for the dis- 
abled and will also provide an 
overall picture of the Society’s 
work, 


to aid charities 


and to remain on a low level 
perhaps for some year's has not 
caused the Government to 
examine whether there is not 
good reason for helping chari- 
ties,’ he said. 

‘In highly taxed communities 
such as the UK it becomes 
very important that positive 
tax concessions are given {to 
help voluntary bodies. Again 
and again over the years we 
have asked the Treasury to 
review comprehensively . and 
systematically the tax  struc- 
ture as it affects charities and 
the handicapped.’ 

Again and again they had 
come up against a wall of 
indifference, 

What charities were demand- 
ing was entirely humane and 
feasible. They were asking 
for the introduction of the tax 
deductable method - which 
operated in all EEC countries, 


other than Ireland and the UK. 
By this method people would 
be stimulated to «give to 
charity. If the gift was within 
certain prescribed limits it 
would reduce a person’s fax 
liability, 

‘It is essential in these diffi- 
cult times to encourage more 
giving to charity in order to 
offset the effects of the 
economic crisis on _ local 
authority spending,’ said Mr 
Loring. ‘The plea that the 
plan would create administra- 
tive difficulties is. ] believe, 
quite unfounded.’ 

This system would not mean 
a great loss of revenue. The 
gifts could be limited to 4 per 
cent of gross income, as in 
France, or to 0.1 per cent of 
the turnover of corporations. 

In the long run such a 
scheme would reduce demands 
on Treasury money. 


Were you left out? — 


SHORTAGE of space duc to a record amount’ of advertising 


has meant that many news items, features, pictures and readers’ 
letters have been squeezed out of this issue of Spastics News. 
We're sorry if the very story you were looking for hasn’t 
appeared, but delighied that advertisers see Spastics News as 


such a yital means of communication, 


700 cinemas will show 


film about spastics 


THE Spastics Society has already made a name for itself pro- 
ducing films which illustrate the problems of the handicapped 
which have both won awards and been useful fund-raisers. How- 
ever, a film called ‘Can Anyone Understand?’ has been made by 
an outside body—the National Coal Board—and is to be shown 
on national film circuits and seen by two million people in its 


first six months. 


The NCB film crew spent two weeks. filming with the 


Sheffield and Rotherham Spastics Society. 


Their co-operation 


and unstinting generosity enabled the film crew to depict the 
problems facing spastics, and the work done by the Society 
through its local groups, and at the same time produce a film 


that was entertaining as well. 


The 10-minute film is in colour and ‘shows the Sheffield 
Work Centre in Oughtibridge, the Sheffield °62 Club, Sheffield 
University’s Psychology Department, the Sheffield Children’s 
Hospital, Chantry School and the British Rail Staff Association 


Club. 


In addition to the 700 cinemas which will be showing the 
film, it will be available, on free loan. from the Society’s Head- 
quarters, 12 Park Crescent, London WI. 


OCTOBER 
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ARTHUR ASKEY says 
‘Hello Playmates’ to com- 
mittee members of Clacton 
and District Spastics 
Society after officially open- 
ing the group’s new shop. 

The premises include a 
self-contained flat over the 
shop which can be used for 
committee meetings and 
other group functions. On 
the right of the picture are 
Mr Aubrey Constable, 
Chairman of the Clacton 
and District Spastics 
Society, and Gwynne 
Evered, the group secre- 
tary. 


BARROW and District Spastic 


and Handicapped Children’s 
Society, Lancashire, has raised 
£404 with a garden party at 
the gcoup’s day centre; 


Chairman 

_ danet 
makes 
history 


A LITTLE bit of history 
was made in Southend last 
month when—for only the 
second time in the past 24 
years—a spastic person was 
elected as Chairman of a 
local group. 

Mrs Janet Swanton, aged 
32, the new Chairman of 
the Southend-on-Sea and 
District Spastics Society, 
attended the Society’s 
Thomas Delarue School in 
Tonbridge, Kent. She-also 
studied elocution and 
gained gold medals from 
the London Academy of 
Music and Dramatic Art in 
both elocution and public 
speaking, which perhaps 
explains, she says, why she 
is never afraid of ‘speaking 
up strongly.’ A remarkably 
talented young lady, she 
has been a winner and a 
runner-up in two of The 
Spastics Society’s annual 
Literary Contests. 

Mrs Swanton, a founder and 
a former Honorary Secretary 
of the Southend °62 Club 
(that’s where I met my hus- 
band, Paul’) is, in a way, 
carrying on a family tradition. 
Both her late mother, Mrs 
Hilda Evans, and her father, 
Mr Norman Evans, served as 
Secretary on the Southend 
group, and Mr Evans recently 


retired after a long spell as 
Chairman. 


Says Janet: ‘It’s a big job, 


eG ae 
Paul and Janet Swanton — 


but ’'m looking forward to it. 
Certainly I think it would be of 
value to all concerned if more 
spastic people were given more 
fo say.in group matters pro- 
vided they feel able to do so 
and provided the volunteers are 
ready to accept them, There is, 
alas, always the danger with 
any charitable movement that 
the actual consumer’s voice is 
overlooked or not always wel- 
comed.’ 

However, she adds confi- 
dently, she comes into office 
with her own ideas which she 
will project firmly. 

Unfortunately, Mrs Swanton 
will be unable to attend the 
Society’s Annual General 
Meeting this month because of 
her job. For the past 13 years 
she has worked as a_tele- 
phonist/receptionist at an estate 
agents, ‘and, of course, that 


means Saturday work. 
Yor the record: Mr W. M. C. 


Hargreaves, The 
Society’s Head of Recreational 
Services, was the first spastie 


person appointed as Chairman 


of a local group. That was in 
1952 when he served ‘his 
honorary appointment on the 
now defunct Corby group. 


New ambulance. 


GRANVILLE House; 
centre run by the Stockport. 
East Cheshire and High Peak 
Spastics Soicety, has a fine 
new. tail-lift ambulance. 
of the money for the £6,000 


1976 


Society New shop launched with a laugh 


Spastics — 


the 


Half. ~ 


vehicle was donated from the. 


Society’s North-West Regional 
Fund and a further £3,000 was 
raised locally, m 


